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Ficoid 


The  new 
topical  i 
steroid  range  from  Fisons. 


The  Ficoid  steroid  range  covers 
virtually  all  the  requirements  of  topical 
steroid  therapy.  An  anti-inflammatory 
effect  appropriate  to  the  clinical  situation. 
Antibacterial  cover  when  needed,  and  a 
physical  form  appropriate  to  the  lesion  and 
the  patient's  skin. 

The  active  ingredients  in  Ficoid  are 


micronised,  and  in  two  chemical  forms  to 
combine  rapid  onset  of  action  with  a  longer 
lasting  therapeutic  ef  f  ect. 

The  range  consists  of  the  Ficoid  5 
preparations,  the  more  dilute  Ficoid  2 
preparations  and  the  Ficoid-plus  range 
where  antibacterial  cover  is  needed. 
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Northern  Ireland 


MrW.  M.  Darling,  immediate  past- 
president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
has  been  honoured  in  the  New  Year  list 
(see  p4) 
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NEW  YEAR  HONOURS: 
'Bill'  Darling  made  obe 


Mr  W.  M.  Darling,  president  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  1970-72,  is  made  an 
Officer  of  the  Order  of  the  British  Empire 
in  the  New  Year  Honours  List. 

"Bill"  Darling  came  to  the  Society's 
Council  in  1962  and  throughout  his  mem- 
bership, and  his  term  of  office,  has  been 
tireless  in  his  efforts  for  the  profession, 
touring  the  country  to  address  branches 
as  well  as  travelling  abroad. 

Among  his  many  continuing  commit- 
ments are  membership  of  the  Medicines 
Commission,  of  the  Standing  Pharmaceu- 
tical Advisory  Committee  (of  the  Central 
Health  Services  Council)  and  of  the  board 
of  the  Council  for  National  Academic 
Awards.  Mr  Darling  was  recently  made 
head  of  the  UK  delegation  discussing 
British  pharmacy's  future  in  Europe.  He 
is  also  a  governor  of  Sunderland  Polytech- 
nic and  a  general  practice  proprietor  in 
South  Shields.  Co.  Durham. 

Among  the  other  awards  Mr  A.  J.  G. 
Crocker,  under  secretary.  Department  of 
Health  received  the  order  of  the  Com- 
panion of  the  Bath  and  Mr  J.  V.  Bailey 
lately  a  member  of  the  Economic  Develop- 
ment Committee  for  Chemicals  was 
granted  an  MBE. 

Evans  Medical 
deny  reports 

Evans  Medical  Ltd.  who  last  year  with- 
drew all  their  intravenous  fluid  products 
after  contamination  problems,  have  denied 
Press  reports  that  they  are  giving  up 
production  altogether. 

A  spokesman  told  C&D,  "While  the 
company  cannot  say  that  it  will  never  again 
under  any  circumstances  manufacture 
transfusion  solutions  it  has  no  intention  of 
doing  so  at  the  present  time  or  with  the 
existing  plant. 

"There  are  potential  hazards  in  the  pro- 
duction of  transfusion  solutions  and  until 
the  company  is  satisfied  that  all  risks  can 
be  eliminated  no  further  manufacture  will 
be  undertaken." 

International  homoepathy 
agreement  sought 

The  need  for  finding  some  agreement  on 
the  concentrations  of  mother  tinctures 
used  in  homoeopathy  was  the  main  topic 
discussed  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  scien- 
tific commission  of  the  Comite  Interna- 
tional Des  Pharmaciens  Homeopathes 
held  in  Strasbourg  recently. 

The    German    section    explained  the 
mother  tincture  was  of  variable  concen- 
ration  depending  on  the  material  being 
nctured  and  the  methods  of  preparation 
defined  in  the  German  Homoeopathic 
i '.  irmacopoeia.   It  was  stated   that  this 
would    be    ready    for  publication 


shortly.  The  Germans  suggested  that  the 
tinctures  used  by  individual  countries 
would  be  acceptable. 

The  French  section  explained  that  the 
mother  tincture  as  defined  in  the  French 
Codex  and  the  draft  French  Homoeo- 
pathic Pharmacopoeia  was  a  one  in  ten 
extract  based  on  the  dry  weight  of  the 
plant  concerned,  and  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  amend  this  definition. 

The  United  Kingdom  delegate  said  that 
mother  tinctures  in  the  UK  were  made  in 
three  main  concentrations  based  on  pro- 
cedures described  in  the  available  phar- 
macopoeia. The  concentration  of  the  final 
product  was  more  similar  to  the  German 
preparations  than  the  French. 

No  agreement  was  reached  on  the  stan- 
dard to  be  adopted  and  it  was  decided  to 
work  on  a  draft  general  statement  for 
further  discussion. 

Demands  for  a 
pharmacy 

A  call  for  a  chemist's  shop  on  the  Tan- 
house  Estate  in  Lancashire's  Skelmers- 
dale  New  Town  has  been  made  by  the 
local  tenants'  association. 

The  association  has  written  to  the  Lan- 
cashire Executive  Council  "a  strongly 
worded  letter"  about  the  need  for  a  che- 
mist's shop  and  other  matters  about  which 
the  association  is  concerned. 

Mr  John  Evason,  the  association's  chair- 
man, said :  "We  are  not  asking  for  our 
rights,  but  demanding  them.  The  situation 
is  right  out  of  hand." 

Vitamin  limitation 
proposed  in  America 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  in 
the  United  States  acted  recently  to  limit 
the  strengh  of  vitamin  A  and  D  pro- 
ducts available  for  over-the-counter  sale. 

FDA's  objective  is  to  establish  safe 
amounts  of  vitamins  that  can  be  effective 
as  dietary  supplements  for  use  by  consu- 
mers. The  Agency  is  proposing  daily 
limits  of  10,000iu  for  vitamin  A  and  400iu 
for  vitamin  D. 

American  manufacturers  of  multivitamin 
preparations  are  expected  to  revise  their 
formulas  as  many  products  contain  less 


Trading  stamps  could  possibly  be  banned 
in  Ireland  later  this  year.  This  follows  a 
report  by  the  National  Prices  Commission 
which  has  said  that  trading  stamps  repre- 
sent a  poor  system  of  saving  to  the  con- 
sumer while  their  administration  is  com- 
plex and  therefore  costly  to  the  retailer. 


than  the  proposed  amounts.  Howe<l 
here  are  vitamin  A  products  available  I 
doses  ten  times  the  recommended  dal 
allowance  and  vitamin  D  products  m 
times  the  recommended  level. 

High  dose  vitamin  products  prescribB 
by  doctors  will  be  unaffected. 

Reports  of  the  misuse  of  large  doses  ■ 
both  vitamins  in  America  have  promptH 
medical  groups  and  the  FDA  to  seek  linfl 
tations  on  them.  Widespread  promotion  I 
the  substances  has  resulted  in  excess  il 
for  conditions  such  as  acne,  night  blirifl 
ness  and  arthritis. 

Excessive  amounts  of  the  substancH 
taken  over  long  periods  can  result  in  I 
variety  of  symptoms.  Both  vitamins  afl 
thought  to  be  able  to  retard  growth  I 
children  and  vitamin  A  can  give  rise  I 
intra-cranial  hypertension. 

Faberge  fined  for 
incorrect  content 

Fines  of  £20  and  £35  costs  were  imposM 
on  Faberge  Incorporated,  Iver,  Bucks,  cfl 
December  20.  on  two  charges  under  til 
Trade  Description  Act. 

The  label  on  Xanadu  whipped  creai 
bubbling  milk  bath  said  the  milk  protejl 
"pampered  your  skin"  but  an  analysi 
snowed  only  0  7  per  cent  of  milk  prote.jl 
in  the  mixture. 

A  spokesman  for  the  company  said  thi 
the  error  in  the  percentage  of  milk  pr<| 
tein  in  the  mixture  had  occurred  in  onl 
one  bottle  that  had  been  tested.  The  pre 
ducts  will  not  have  to  be  recalled. 

Employment  medical 
service  leaflet 

The  Department  of  Employment  is  distr 
buting  to  employers  nearly  650.000  leaflet 
about  the  new  Employment  MedicJ 
Advisory  Service  (EMAS)  which  comes  intl 
operation  on  February  1.  The  leaflet  ouj 
lines  the  scope  and  functions  of  the  ne\l 
service  in  question  and  answer  form,  anl 
copies  are  available  free  from  EMAl 
offices,  careers  offices,  offices  of  HM  Facp 
tory  Inspectorate  and  local  offices  of  th| 
Department  of  Employment. 

The  service  will  study  and  advise  on  thj 
effects  of  particular  jobs  on  health,  medical 
precautions  to  be  taken  in  working  witll 
poisonous  or  hazardous  substances,  medical 
requirements  for  different  types  of  worls 
and  the  particular  problems  of  the  disj 
a  bled.  It  will  have  a  special  responsibility 
for  the  health  of  young  people  at  work. 

From  February  1,  occupiers  of  premise-, 
subject  to  the  Factories  Act  will  not  hav<| 
to  arrange  and  pay  for  young  peopltf 
under  18  entering  factory  employment  tc 
be  medically  examined.  They  must  insteacj 
notify  the  local  careers  officer  whenever  a 
young  person  starts  work  in  such  premises 


The  Irish  Government  is  expected  tc 
discuss  the  report  after  the  Christmas] 
recess.  Legislation  banning  the  use  of 
stamps  could  be  introduced. 

The  UK's  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  is  to  study  the  report's  recom- 
mendations-. 
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Drug  bulletin  advocates 
original  packs 


Traditional  methods  of  dispensing  may 
contribute  to  the  misuse  of  medicines  and 
accidental  poisoning  states  a  recent  Drug 
and  Therapeutics  Bulletin  published  by  the 
Consumers'  Association. 

Dispensing  containers  do  not  always 
proteot  the  preparation  as  effectively  as 
does  the  original  container  it  says.  Transfer 
of  medicines  usually  results  in  the  loss  of 
information,  such  as  the  batch  number 
and  manufacturers'  identifying  marks,  and 
carries  some  risk  of  error.  Important  in- 
structions and  warnings  included  on  the 
original  pack  such  as  "protect  from  light" 
and  "store  in  a  refrigerator"  may  be  lost. 

The  overall  costs  of  providing  re- 
packaged medicines,  suggests  the  Bulletin, 
may  in  many  cases  be  no  less  than  the 
price  of  manufacturers'  original  packs  of 
suitable  size  and  design. 

The  Bulletin  does  however  recognise 


Warning  onjilank 
EC10  forms' 

General  practice  pharmacists  in  Scotland 
have  been  warned  that  any  blank  pre- 
scription forms  they  hold  for  the  con- 
venience of  doctors  should  be  returned  to 
the  doctors  concerned. 

A  letter  from  the  secretaries  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council  (Scot- 
land) and  the  Scottish  Department  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  draws  attention  to 
the  legal  and  ethical  objections  to  the 
practice  of  dispensing  medicines  under  the 
NHS  in  advance  of  a  signed  prescription, 
except  in  the  case  of  genuine  emergency 
as  provided  for  under  the  Poisons  Rules. 
□  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  last  month  advised  that  where,  in 
an  emergency,  a  prescription  for  a  Sche- 
dule 4  preparation  was  telephoned  to  a 
pharmacy,  the  practice  should  be  that  the 
pharmacist  should  only  accept  such  a  pre- 
scription from  the  prescriber  himself. 

WHO  epidemic 
information  service 

The  World  Health  Organisation  started 
operating  a  Telex  epidemological  service 
on  December  11.  This  service  rapidly  makes 
available  information  on  the  occurrence 
of  communicable  diseases  of  interna- 
tional importance.  Information  received 
each  day  by  WHO  is  recorded  on  punch 
tape  and  fed  into  the  Telex  for  automatic 
transmission  to  any  national  health 
administration  calling  the  appropriate 
number. 

Information  scheduled  for  weekly  publi- 
cation is  summarised  and  automatically 
transmitted  to  enable  health  administra- 
tions to  obtain  facts  well  before  the  printed 
publication  can  reach  them 


difficulties  with  original  packs.  Their  adop- 
tion "would  create  big  economic,  handling 
and  storage  problems." 

It  continues:  "Pressure  for  change  must 
come  from  both  doctors  and  pharmacists, 
though  the  latter  would  have  to  cope  with 
most  of  the  difficulties  involved.  The  ini- 
tiative, however,  must  come  from  the 
Department  of  Health  whose  present 
method  of  calculating  payments  to  phar- 
macists from  National  Health  Service  dis- 
pensing services  impedes  the  development 
and  more  widespread  use  of  functionally 
designed  pack  for  dispensing. 

"Increased  use  of  original  packs  would 
reduce  the  time  taken  for  dispensing,  and 
pharmacists  are  naturally  concerned  that 
this  might  adversely  affect  dispensing  fees 
paid  to  them." 

For  those  patients  on  multiple  therapy 
more  use  could  be  made  of  individual 
dose  packaging  allowing  them  to  carry 
smaller  quantities  of  each  medicine  label- 
led and  intact.  Medication  cards  could 
also  be  issued  to  help  the  patient  cope 
with  their  treatment 

New  evidence  on 
drugs  and  driving 

Amylobarbitone  sodium,  chlordiazepoxide 
and  trifluoperazine  were  found  to  signifi- 
cantly alter  driving  behaviour  in  low 
speed  vehicle-handling  tests  which  have 
been  conducted  in  Birmingham. 

Results  of  the  tests  were  reported  in 
a  recent  British  Medical  Journal.  The 
effects  of  haloperidol  were  also  examined 


but  this  drug  was  thought  not  to  affect 
driving  performance  significantly. 

Dr  T.  A.  Betts,  of  Birmingham  Univer- 
sity's department  of  psychiatry,  who  con- 
ducted the  comparison  feels  the  results 
indicate  that  a  similar  alteration  can  occur 
in  driving  performance  in  patients  taking 
the  drugs  for  therapeutic  purposes. 

As  those  so  affected  may  be  unaware 
of  the  influence,  he  recommends  that  phy- 
sicians should  warn  their  patients  of  the 
problem. 

Three  tests  were  set  up — a  weaving  test, 
a  parking  test  and  gap  estimation  test — 
the  100  subjects  involved  all  used  the  same 
vehicle.  They  took  five  doses  of  the  drug 
under  test  over  a  36  hour  period.  Dosage 
levels  were:  Chlordiazepoxide  lOmg; 
amylobarbitone  sodium  30mg;  trifluopera- 
zine 2mg  and  haloperidol  05mg. 


Which?  reports  on 
35mm  cameras 

To  update  their  last  year's  report  on  auto- 
matic cameras  the  Consumer  Association 
has  tested  seven  35mm  cameras.  Details  of 
the  tests  are  given  in  the  January  issue  of 
Which? 

The  cameras  were:  Boots  Pacer  35EC, 
Canonet  28,  Hanimex  Compact  A,  Konica 
C35V,  Ricoh  500  G,  Rollei  B35  and 
Yashica  Electro  35CC. 

The  magazine  says  that  taking  discounts 
into  account  it  still  thought  that  the 
Konica  C35  at  its  lowest  price  was  a  good 
buy — but  pointed  out  that  a  special  offer 
on  the  Boots  Pacer  35EC  or  Prinz  35-EE, 
at  around  £30  00  would  be  good  value  too. 

For  something  cheap  (but  more  basic) 
the  magazine  suggests  the  Hanimex  Com- 
pact A  or  the  similar  Prinz  Saturn  35  Auto. 

The  Ricoh  500G  was  given  as  an  auto- 
matic camera  with  features  which  might 
become  important  as  a  person  moved  out 
of  the  snapshot  range  and  the  non-auto- 
matic Rollei  B35  was  said  to  have  good 
features  and  was  particularly  small  and 
light  in  weight. 


New  medical  representatives  in  training  at  Bayer  Pharmaceuticals' 
Haywards  Heath  headquarters.  Under  the  closed-circuit  TV  camera's  eye 
training  officer  Mr  Dennis  le  Cuirot  (right)  instructs  Mr  Alistair 
Macaskill  (left)  and  Mr  Emlyn  Davies,  two  of  12  new  representatives 
recently  added  to  Bayer's  sales  force.  The  enlarged  50-strong  sales 
force  is  part  of  the  intensive  marketing  campaign  planned  to  more  than 
double  the  company's  turnover  in  less  than  three  years 
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Kent  pharmacists  get 
together  for  campaign 


The  County  of  Kent  is  conducting  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  largest  collection  of 
unwanted  medicines  undertaken  so  far.  It 
will  take  place  from  January  8-20. 

Describing  the  campaign  Mr  George 
Gutteridge,  a  Dover  pharmacist,  writes  to 
C&D: 

"Whilst  the  primary  object  of  the  scheme 
is  obvious  it  is  hoped  by  the  very  size  of 
the  undertaking  to : 

□  Stimulate  central  government  to  under- 
take an  exercise  on  a  national  basis. 

□  Draw  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the 
dangers  of  hoarding  chemicals  and  medi- 
cines carelessly. 

□  Educate  the  public  not  to  obtain  more 
medicines,  etc  than  are  necessary. 

Q  Try  to  create  conditions  where  such 
schemes  are  unnecessary  and  stop  the 
appalling  waste  of  money  revealed  by  the 
very  success  of  these  campaigns." 

For  the  purposes  of  the  campaign  the 
county  has  been  divided  into  regions — 
South  east,  Medway  and  Tunbridge  Wells 
—and  areas.  Home  safety  committees  have 
been  set  up,  each  under  the  chairmanship 
of  a  pharmacist.  Members  include  a  safety 
officer,  a  medical  officer  and  a  represen- 
tative of  the  police. 

Posters  for  the  campaign  state  that  they 
are  "Issued  by  Kent  County  Council 
on  behalf  of  Kent  pharmacists  home  safety 
committees."  The  council  apparently  res- 
ponded immediately  to  a  request  for  help. 

Adequate  laboratory  facilities  are  avail- 
able for  chemical  destruction  of  material 
unsuitable  for  incineration. 

Over  a  million 
unwanted  drugs 

Over  a  million  tablets  and  capsules  and 
more  than  half  a  gallon  of  cyanide  were 
collected  from  households  in  Ayrshire  dur- 
ing a  recent  unwanted  medicines  campaign. 
The  campaign  was  organised  jointly  by  the 
county  branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Ayr  Junior  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Ayrshire  Constabulary. 

Mr  S.  A.  Woods,  chairman  of  the 
Society's  Ayrshire  branch,  commented : 
"This  campaign  has  proved  what  we  in 
pharmacy  have  maintained  for  a  long  time 
— that  most  homes  have  many  potentially 
dangerous  medicines  hoarded  in  drawers 
and  cupboards." 

US  move  on 
i  ihetamines 

lited  States  Government  is  planning 
■v    down    on    anti-obesity  drugs 
ecent  studies  determined  they  are 
a,  orthless  and  are  dangerously  habit 

fo, 

L       .  L.  Simmons,  of  the  Food  and 


Drug  Administration,  told  a  senate  sub- 
committee hearing  recently  that  600,000 
FDA  drug  bulletins  will  be  mailed  to  the 
nation's  doctors  altering  them  to  risks  of 
the  drugs — all  of  which  are  widely  abused 
amphetamine  stimulants. 

Following  that,  Dr  Simmons  said,  "diet 
pills"  will  be  placed  under  strict  distri- 
bution controls. 

Their  labels  will  be  required  to  carry 
the  warning:  "Amphetamines  have  a  high 
potential  for  abuse  and  thus  should  only 
be  tried  in  weight  reduction  for  patients  in 
which  alternative  therapy  has  been  in- 
effective. They  may  lead  to  drug  depen- 
dency. The  drug  should  be  dispensed 
sparingly." 

Tightening-up' 
in  South  Africa 

Several  pharmaceutical  products  in  South 
Africa  have  been  placed  on  a  schedule  of 
"potentially  harmful"  drugs  and  are  now 
available  on  prescription  only.  Products 
include  Ponderax,  an  asthma  preparation 
Franodil,  and  a  tranquilliser,  Trancopal. 

The  managing  director  of  a  large  drug 
wholesale  house  said  he  placed  no  great 
significance  on  the  changes,  they  were 
part  of  a  general  tightening-up  and  re- 
shuffling. 

'Unusual'  meeting  for 
Liverpool  chemists 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association's  Decem- 
ber meeting  was  addressed  by  Mr  Chris 
Ellis,  training  officer  Evans  Medical  Ltd, 
on  the  unusual  subject  of  bird  ringing. 

Bird  ringing  started  in  1898,  said  Mr 
Ellis,  and  there  were  now  about  1,000  bird 
ringers.  It  was  an  absorbing  hobby  which 
took  about  three  years  to  learn.  It  was 
easy  to  get  birds  in  the  net  but  they  had 
to  be  handled  carefully  so  that  they  could 
be  released  unharmed. 

Mr  Ellis  screened  colour  slides  showing 
how  the  birds  are  netted  and  handled,  and 
described  the  characteristics  of  the  many 
birds  illustrated. 

Drugs  banned  from 
ships  lifeboats 

Norwegian  drug  addicts  have  discovered 
a  new  source  of  drugs.  Young  people  in 
the  country  have  been  stealing  even  the 
small  amounts  of  narcotics  contained  in 
the  first-aid  kits  of  ships  lifeboats  and 
liferafts,  reports  Pulse. 

But  now  the  temptation  has  been  re- 
moved. The  United  Nations  Narcotics 
Commission  after  receiving  Norwegian 
reports  stated :    "An  adequate  supply  of 


narcotics  has  always  been  considere< 
essential  in  the  difficult  conditions  pre 
vailing  after  a  wreckage  at  sea.  But,  in 
the  interests  of  seamen,  it  is  regretted  tha 
the  inclusion  of  narcotics  in  the  first-ai< 
kits  of  rescue  vessels  has  now  been  pro 
hibited." 

Officials  were  concerned  about  damagi 
which  had  occurred  during  thefts. 

They  suspected  that  a  recent  lishinf 
boat  disaster,  in  which  the  entire  crew 
lost  their  lives,  was  caused  by  using  sal 
vage  material  that  had  been  damaged  b} 
young  addicts. 

Small  companies  and 
budgetary  control 

A  new  BIM  management  guide  (No.  4 
Budgetary  Control  for  the  Smaller  Com- 
pany) outlines  a  basic  programme  for  the 
design  and  implementation  of  a  budgetary 
control  system. 

The  guide  contains  a  step-by-step  pro- 
gramme for  the  key  areas  which  must  be 
covered  and  leads  on  to  the  preparation 
of  budgets.  Sectional  budgets — sales,  mar-|| 
keting  expense,  production,  labour,  mater-] 
ials,  research  and  development  cost,  fac-l 
tory  overheads,  plant  utilisation,  adminis- 
tration, cash,  capital  expenditure — arej 
covered  and  examples  are  reproduced  of! 
the  form  such  budgets  might  take.  From 
these  the  reader  is  led  on  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  master  budget. 

The  guide  is  available  from  BIM  Publi-i 
cations  Supplies,  Management  House, 
Parker  Street,  London  WC2B  5PT,  price 
£2  50  plus  £0  05  postage. 

Prices  restraint 

The  Government  is  publishing  "within 
two  weeks"  a  White  Paper  setting  out  stage! 
two  of  the  prices  and  incomes  restraint.l 
With  this  premise  it  is  now  thought  that| 
the  Government  will  decide  to  extend  the 
"freeze"  by  up  to  60  days  from  February j 
27  to  as  late  as  April  28  (that  is  after  the 
Budget). 


News  in  brief 


□  A  critical  commentary  on  the  running 
of  the  Photographic  Dealers'  Association 
has  been  written  and  published  (£0-55  post 
paid)  by  the  former  managing  editor  of  the 
PDA  publications.  Copies  are  available 
from  Mr  Eric  Alderton,  Moorview  Drive, 
Lee  Lane,  Bingley,  Yorkshire. 

□  "The  immediate  postgraduate  training 
of  scientists  and  technologists"  is  the 
latest  in  the  series  of  advice  booklets  issued 
by  the  Chemical  and  Allied  Products  Train- 
ing Board.  It  includes  a  job  training  module 
for  a  pharmacologist. 

□  The  German  automobile  association, 
Allgemeine  Deutsche  Automobil  Club,  is 
distributing  a  leaflet  listing  200  medicines 
which  could  affect  and  impair  a  motorists 
ability  to  drive.  The  club  is  also  negotiating 
with  the  pharmaceutical  industry  for  better 
labelling  of  products. 
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Mr  Len  Williams  of  Chesebrough-Pond's 
Ltd,  has  retired  after  38  years  with  the 
company.  His  retirement  ends  75  years  of 
unbroken  family  service  with  the  com- 
pany, as  his  father,  who  retired  in  1937, 
joined  the  old  Chesebrough  Manufacturing 


Co  in  1897.  During  his  career  Mr  L.  Wil- 
liams travelled  extensively  throughout  the 
British  Isles  pioneering  sales  of  all  Vase- 
line products  before  working  with  the  cos- 
metic sales  division  in  the  West  End  of 
London.  He  has  elected  to  take  an  early 
retirement  to  live  in  Australia. 

Mr  Charles  Collins  representative  cover- 
ing a  large  part  of  south  east  England 
for  Goya  Ltd,  has  retired.  He  had  been 
with  the  company  since  1949. 

Mr  J.  W.  J.  Moir,  vice-ohairman  and 
group  finance  director  of  Rockware  Group 
Ltd  has  retired.  He  remains  on  the  board 
as  a  non-executive  director. 

Mr  Cecil  R.  Eynon,  MPS  a  director  of 
Wesitons  Chemists  (Wholesale)  Ltd,  re- 
tired on  December  31.  Mr  Eynon  joined 
Hodders  Ltd,  Bristol,  in  1941  as  a  branch 
manager,  becoming  a  branch  supervisor 
before  being  appointed  director  in  charge 
of  the  company's  wholesaling  and  ware- 
house activities.  He  retained  his  responsi- 
bility after  the  acquisition  of  Hodders  by 
Westons  Chemists  in  1968. 
Miss  Anne  Elizabeth  Young,  B.Pharm, 
MPS,  LRIC,  a  Council  member  of  the 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists  of  Great 
Britain  wishes  it  to  be  known  that  she  has 
not  written  the  book  "Practical  Cosmetic 
Science"  by  Anne  Young  (published  by 
Mills  &  Boon  Ltd)  and  that  she  is  in  no 
way  connected  with  it.  Mr.  G.  M.  Howard, 
MPS,  a  member  of  the  Society  and  a 
council  member  1962-64,  wishes  it  to  be 
known  that  he  has  no  prior  knowledge  of 
the  text  of  this  book  and  that  his  name 
has  been  quoted  therein  without  his  auth- 
ority. 
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Topical  reflect 

BY  XRAYSER 


Silent  majority 

THIS  is  the  time  of  year  when  we  extend  greetings  and  good  wishes  to  all, 
and  resolve,  at  the  same  time,  to  eradicate  weaknesses  in  our  general 
character.  The  first  takes  some  time  while  the  second  is  quickly  disposed  of, 
either  because  we  fail  to  recognise  such  faults  in  ourselves  or  because  we 
have  come  to  accept  the  hopelessness  of  the  situation. 

But  that  does  not  stultify  our  critical  faculties  in  regard  to  the  failings  of 
others  towards  ourselves,  and  in  case  some  of  the  others  are  unaware  of 
any  shortcomings  it  might  be  opportune  to  mention  one  failing  which  has 
become  increasingly  common  in  our  modern  and  efficient  business  world. 
I  have  experienced  it  before  and  have  adverted  to  it— without  success.  In 
short,  as  Mr  Micawber  would  have  said,  I  refer  to  the  practice  of  many  firms 
of  ignoring  correspondence. 

There  has  scarcely  been  a  time  during  the  past  year  when  I  have  been 
free  from  the  irritation  of  being  kept  completely  in  the  dark.  There  was  a 
time  when  the  despatch  of  an  order  by  post  brought  a  courteously  worded 
acknowledgment  to  the  effect  that  our  esteemed  order  was  receiving 
attention,  and  we  knew  where  we  were.  As  of  now,  to  coin  a  phrase,  I  am 
awaiting  some  indication  of  what  is  happening  about  an  order  placed  at  the 
end  of  October,  together  with  an  acknowledgement  of  a  letter  sent  a  month 
later  inquiring  about  the  original  and  asking  for  information.  Another  firm, 
from  whom  goods  were  ordered  also  in  October,  sent  the  wrong  article, 
failed  to  respond  to  a  telephone  call,  eventually  sent  a  credit-note  for  the 
returned  goods,  and  are  now  demanding  payment  of  the  account. 

And  it  is  no  longer  the  mousy  and  efficient  Miss  Mantalini  who  deals  with 
it — she,  with  pen  and  ink,  produced  accurate  and  lucid  statements.  No. 
We  are  now  automated,  mechanised  and  computerised.  Our  orders  and 
complaints  are  despatched  by  First  Class  mail  and,  one  is  led  to  suppose, 
are  swallowed  up  in  the  latest  filing  system  without  ever  having  been 
looked  at. 

Please  write 

Is  there  any  good  reason  why  the  present  state  of  affairs  should  continue? 
I  know  that  we  have  accountants  and  experts  in  costing  who  can  tell  you 
to  the  fourth  decimal  place  of  one  new  penny  what  it  costs  to  answer  a 
letter,  which  includes,  I  imagine,  such  details  as  the  rental  of  the  office, 
lighting,  heating  and  cleaning,  salaries  and  wages  and  the  ever-fascinating 
information  that  the  space  on  which  the  W.P.B.  stands  is  valued  at  twenty 
pounds  per  week. 

Miss  Mantalini  sat  on  a  high  wooden  stool  at  a  tall  desk  and  had  a  new 
pen  point  issued  to  her  when  she  could  produce  convincing  proof  that  the 
one  presently  in  use  was  due  for  renewal.  But  she  could  write  and  she 
could  add  and  never  fell  into  the  error  to  which  the  computer  is  prone  of 
confusing  dozens  with  grosses. 

But  what  I  want  most  of  all  in  the  coming  years  is  some  slight  evidence  that 
I  exist;  that  when  I  send  an  order  it  is  acknowledged,  and  that  when  I  write  a 
letter  someone  in  some  department  will  consider  it  only  courteous  to  reply. 
The  astronauts  on  the  moon  had  better  communication  than  I  appear  to  be 
able  to  have  with  modern  business. 


Deaths 

Draper:  On  December  19,  Lilian  Draper, 
MPS,  26  Heafhville  Road,  Gloucester  and 
formerly  of  Bournemouth,  aged  77. 
Smith:     Recently    Mr     Reginald  John 


Smith,  MPS,  130  Freiston  Road.  Boston. 
Lines,  managing  director  of  Bailey  & 
Alexander  Ltd,  9  Strait  Bargate,  Boston, 
aged  54.  He  began  his  career  with  th-  firm 
as  an  apprentice  and  when  Mr  '  /.  L. 
Alexander  retired  he  took  control 
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Cockburn  agree  terms 
with  Caledonian 

The  directors  of  Cockburn  &  Co  Ltd, 
Glasgow  based  chemists,  confirm  that 
terms  have  been  agreed  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  whole  of  the  issued  share  capital 
of  the  company  by  Caledonian  Pharma- 
ceutical Holdings  Ltd.  In  view  of  this 
offer  Weston  Pharmaceutical  Holdings  Ltd 
have  withdrawn  their  own  offer. 

The  terms  of  the  offer  value  the  four 
classes  of  shares  in  Cockburn  as  follows: 
each  ordinary  share  of  £l-£955;  each  5 
per  cent  cumulative  first  preference  share 
of  £l-£0-52J;  each  9  per  cent  cumulative 
second  preference  share  of  £l-£092£;  and 
each  6  per  cent  cumulative  third  prefer- 
ence share  of  £l-£063. 

The  consideration  will  take  the  form 
of  10  per  cent  unsecured  loan  notes  1972/ 
81  of  Caledonian  to  be  issued  at  par.  In 
each  case  a  full  cash  alternative  will  be 
available. 

The  directors  of  Cockburn  have  agreed 
to  accept  the  offer  in  respect  of  their  total 
holdings  amounting  to  some  31  per  cent 
of  the  ordinary  shares  and  12  per  cent 
of  the  total  preference  share  capital  and 
intend  to  recommend  the  offer  to  other 
shareholders. 

Cockburn  has  been  advised  by  Scottish 
Industrial  Finance  whose  parent  company 
ICFC,  has  also  undertaken  to  accept  the 
offer  in  respect  of  its  holding  of  12,000 
ordinary  shares  (9  per  cent).  A  formal 
offer  document  will  be  sent  to  all  share- 
holders as  soon  as  possible. 

The  boards  of  Cockburn  and  Caledonian 
have  agreed  that  the  acquisition  by  Cock- 
burn from  Caledonian  of  six  retail  chemist 
shops  on  the  terms  agreed  and  announced 
on  September  27,  1972  should  proceed  and 
an  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  Cock- 
burn to  approve  that  transaction  will  be 
convened  this  month. 


Record  for  NCR 

World-wide  operating  earnings  of  the 
National  Cash  Register  Co  Ltd,  in  the 
fourth  quarter  continue  to  show  improve- 
ment due  to  increasing  revenues  and  a 
corporate -wide  cost  reduction  programme. 
Equipment  orders  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber reached  the  highest  level  of  the  com- 
pany's history.  Bookings  for  1972  as  a 
whole  will  also  set  a  new  all-time  record. 


i  lis  profit  down  but 
directors  'confident' 

Although  the  half  year  profit  (after  tax) 
of  Philip  Harris  (Holdings)  Ltd,  was  down 
from  £115,424  to  £100,175,  the  directors 
believe  that  the  results  for  the  full  year 


"will  be  comparable  with  those  of  last 
year". 

The  reorganisation  and  equipping  of 
their  Weston  factory  has  taken  somewhat 
longer  to  complete  than  was  anticipated. 
Export  sales,  temporarily  affected  by  the 
dock  strike,  have  now  recovered  and  are 
at  present  ahead  of  last  year. 

The  directors  intended  an  interim  divi- 
dend of  15p  per  share  but  under  the 
Government's  dividend  freeze  the  maxi- 
mum payable  is  05p. 

Dow-NV  Philips  tie-up? 

Dow  Chemicals  and  N  V  Philips  of 
Eindhoven  have  agreed  to  initiate  joint 
studies  of  the  feasibility  of  Dow  partici- 
pating in  Philips  Duphar.  This  pharma- 
ceutical chemical  product  division  of 
Philips  has  already  a  long  established 
relationship  with  Dow,  distributing  certain 
Dow  products  through  its  subsidiaries. 
Studies  would  show  whether  a  further 
combination  of  efforts  would  be  favourable 
to  their  activities,  says  a  joint  statement. 

Briefly 

Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd  are  to  extend  the 
plant  facilities  at  Montrose,  Scotland,  over 
the  next  18  months.  Cost  of  the  programme 
is  £2m. 

W  and  T  Avery  Ltd:  Users  of  Avery 
weighing  equipment  in  the  Guildford  area 
will  now  be  served  from  new  branch  pre- 
mises (Guildford  73635)  on  Slyfield  Indus- 
trial Estate.  The  company  has  vacated  its 
premises  in  Chapel  Street. 

Warner-Lambert  Co,  USA  had  record 
sales  of  $376  06m  in  the  third  quarter — 
8  per  cent  up  on  the  same  quarter  of  1971. 
Net  earnings  were  $31 -43m  ($27- 58m).  In 
addition  to  the  regular  quarterly  dividend 
of  32^  cents  per  share  of  five  cents  extra 
dividend  is  declared. 

Phostrogen  Ltd  have  transferred  their 
sales  office  in  Barmouth  to  a  new,  larger 
office  adjoining  their  faotory  in  Corwen, 
Merioneth  LL21  0EE  (tel:  Corwen  2662). 

Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd  have  elected  Sir  David 
Barran  to  the  board  as  a  non-executive 
director.  Sir  David  was  chairman  of  the 
Shell  Transport  and  Trading  Co  Ltd,  and 
from  1970  until  his  recent  retirement  he 
was  in  addition  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  managing  directors  of  the  Royal 
Dutch/Shell  group  of  companies. 

NuSyte  Laboratories  Ltd,  are  movng  to 
Austin  House,  Bridge  Street,  Hitchin, 
Herts,  on  January  13. 

Spectrum  Laboratories  Ltd,  are  moving  to 
Austin  House,  Bridge  Street,  Hitchin, 
Herts,  on  January  15. 


Appointments 


Reckitt  &  Column:  Mr  Graham  Staines 
has  been  appointed  group  product  manager 
world-wide  household  product  division. 
Previously  he  was  product  manager  for  the 
company's  household  division  in  Hull. 

Kimberley-Clark  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
P.  Taylor  as  group  product  manager 
(rolled  products-kitchen  towels  and  toilet 
tissue).  He  was  previously  with  Unilever. 
Mr  Richard  Mackay  becomes  product 
manager  for  kitchen  towels  having  been 
financial  analyst  in  the  administration  divi- 
sion. 

Chas.  F.  Thackray  Ltd,  have  appointed 
four  new  directors:  Mr  James  D.  Bond, 
general  works  manager;  Mr  Frank  T. 
Bury,  sales  manager;  Mr  Edward  Joseph: 
Colehan,  manager  of  the  pharmaceutical, 
and  appliance  division;  and  Mr  Ronald! 
Frank,  management  accountant  and  cor- 
porate  planning  manager. 

P.  Leiner  &  Sons  Ltd:  Mr  E.  A.  Osman 
and  Mr  Michael  Leiner  have  become  joint 
managing  directors  of  the  company  and 
also  of  P.  Leiner  &  Sons  (Wales)  Ltd.  Mr 
Leslie  Leiner  remains  chairman. 

William  Ransom  &  Son  Ltd  have  appoint- 
ed Mr  W.  E.  Skelding,  FCA  to  the  board. 

Pharmitalia  (UK)  Ltd:  Mr  Harold  C.  Reid 

MPSNI  has  been  appointed  northern 
regional  manager.  He  has  represented  the 
company  in  Northern  Ireland  for  the  past 
four  years. 

Elbeo  Ltd:  Mr  Peter  Stables  has  become 
financial  director  and  secretary. 

Rockware  Group  Ltd:  Mr  Michael  A. 
Benn  has  been  appointed  director  of 
corporate  planning. 

Sterling-Winthrop  Group  Ltd:  Mr  E.  E. 

Barber,  group  director  (finance),  has  been 
appointed  deputy  chairman,  group  ser- 
vices, with  additional  responsibility  for 
legal  and  printing  services,  corporate  plan- 
ning, administrative  services  and  distribu- 
tion. Dr  R.  S.  Inch,  group  director 
responsible  for  prescription  medicines 
business  on  the  Continent,  has  become 
deputy  chairman  with  additional  responsi- 
bility for  family  health  and  hygiene 
products  in  the  same  area.  Dr  D.  W.  Wylie, 
group  director  responsible  for  the  Winth- 
rop  laboratories  division,  the  group's  UK 
prescription  medicines  business,  and  its 
Irish  subsidiaries,  its  Eastern  European 
business,  and  for  the  Winthrop  pharma- 
ceuticals division,  is  appointed  deputy 
chairman  with  additional  responsibility  for 
Sterling  Health  Products,  Sterling 
Winthrop's  UK  family  medicines,  and  its 
subsidiaries  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland  and 
for  the  Winthrop  laboratories  production 
division,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
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New  products 
and  packs 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Eye  Pen  applicator 
Gala  of  London  have  introduced  the  Eye 
Pen  (£0-35)  which  is  similar  in  design  to 
their  Lip  Pen.  This  is  an  eye  shadow  and 
applicator  combined  and  comes  in  ten 
shades;  five  plain:  camel,  brown,  navy, 
grape,  lilac  and  brown;  and  five  pearl 
ones:  olive,  peach,  yellow,  aqua  and  pink. 
Each  eye  shadow  is  presented  in  a  slim 
colour-matched  case  with  a  centre  gold 
band.  Gala  say  the  Eye  Pen  is  simple  to 
use  as  it  is  just  like  a  pencil  or  pen  and 
is  both  long-lasting  and  non-greasy  (Gala 
of  London  Ltd,  Surbiton,  Surrey  KT6 
7LU). 

Lip  Glossies  set 

New  from  Outdoor  Girl  is  the  Lip  Glos- 
sies Collection  (£0  35)  comprising  three  lip 
glossies  presented  in  one  compact.  The 
colours  are  Glossy  Rose,  Glossy  Scarlet 
and  Glossy  Brown,  which,  say  the  makers, 
are  all  clear  and  high  gloss  with  a  soft 
formula  that  makes  them  easy  to  apply 
(Girl  Cosmetics,  Surbiton,  Surrey). 

Sanitary  protection 

Nikini  stretch  briefs 

Latest  development  in  the  Nikini  range  of 
feminine  hygiene  products  is  nylon  stretch 
briefs  (£0-50)  designed  to  hold  the  Nikini 
loopless  sanitary  towel,  or  any  other  pad, 
firmly  in  place.  These  "san-briefs",  say 
Robinsons,  are  both  durable  and  attractive 
with  a  protective  insert  and  the  "poppet" 
system  of  fastening.  The  new  product's 
benefits  are  listed  as  being  easy  to  wash, 
ability  to  stretch  to  fit  most  sizes  and 
offering  a  high  degree  of  protection  with 
a  waterprof  insert. 

Individually  packed  in  cartons  which 
team  up  with  the  existing  poppet  pack,  the 
briefs  will  be  sold  from  a  counter  display 
tray  containing  six  cartons.  Launch  offer  to 
the  consumer  will  be  a  cut-price  offer  of 
20p  a  pair  and  the  line  is  included  in  the 
company's  quantity  discount  scheme 
(Robinsons  and  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield). 

Bikinis  added  to  range 

Kimberley-Clark  have  introduced  the  new 
Freedom  bikini  to  the  Kotex  New  Freedom 
range  together  with  improved  new  packag- 
ing for  both  New  Freedom  panties  and 
bikinis.  The  packaging,  designed  for  easier 
merchandising  and  better  shelf  impact, 
consists  of  a  card-reinforced  polythene 
sleeve  pack  featuring  the  New  Freedom 
girl  against  a  floral  background.  There  are 
two  colour  codings:  a  white  background 
for  the  pantie  and  a  yellow  background  for 
the  bikini  with  a  window  panel  to  match 
the  style  of  pants.  Both  the  panties  and 
bikinis  are  packed  12  to  a  display-inner 
for  on-shelf  display  and  can  also  be  hung 


from  peg-rack  dispenser.  To  support  the 
launch  there  is  a  15p  in-pack  voucher 
redeemable  on  Kotex  New  Freedom  sani- 
tary towels  (Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Maid- 
stone, Kent). 

Household 

Rubber  gloves 

W.  J.  Hart  &  Sons  have  launched  a  new 
pack  of  household  rubber  gloves  which 
are  flock  lined  and  supplied  in  the  usual 
glove  sizes.  Called  Karmolita,  the  gloves 
are  packed  in  pairs  in  two-colour  bags 
and  for  each  dozen  gloves,  a  polythene 
carrier  is  supplied  (W.  J.  Hart  &  Sons 
London  Ltd,  212  Putney  Bridge  Road, 
London  SW15  2NF). 

Surgical 

Ostomy  deodorant 

A  new  ostomy  deodorant  is  the  first  of  a 
range  of  'Ostomy  plus  accessories  from 
J.  G.  Franklin  &  Sons.  Ostomy  Plus 
deodorant  (£0  40)  contains  an  approved 
bacteriostat  to  prevent  the  formation  of 
offensive  odour,  and  comes  with  a  choice 
of  perfumes — Plus  One  for  men  and  Plus 
Two  for  women.  Counter  display  packs 
contain  ten  bottles  of  each. 

Ostomy  Plus  deodorants  form  part  of 
the  Translet  'ostomy  system  (J.  G.  Frank- 
lin &  Sons  Ld,  Coronation  Road,  High 
Wycombe). 


Resorption 


DF  118  elixir 

Manufacturer  BDH  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Birbeck  Street,  London  E2 
Description  Brown  elixir  containing  in  5ml 
dihyrocodeine  tatrate  lOmg 
Indications  Painful  conditions  where  an 
alert  patient  is  required 
Contraindications  Marked  impairment  of 
liver  function.  Should  not  be  given  during 
an  attack  of  asthma  and  should  only  be 
given  to  patients  liable  to  such  attacks 
with  due  care 

Dosage  Adults:  One  to  three  5ml  spoon- 
fuls every  four  to  six  hours  or  as  directed 
Side  effects  Constipation,  nausea  and  giddi- 
ness 

Dispensing  diluent  Syrup  BP 

Packs  Bottle  of  150ml  (£0  30  trade)  and 

1  litre  (£0  80) 

Supply  restrictions  PI,  SI,  DDA  (invoice 
only)  Issued  January  1973 

K-CONTIN  tablets 

Manufacturer  Napp  Laboratories  Ltd,  Hill 
Farm  Avenue,  Leavesden,  Watford,  Herts. 
Description  Sugar  coated,  continuous  re- 
lease tablets  each  containing  potassium 
chloride  600mg  (approximately  8mEq  K+) 
Indications  Potassium  supplement  therapy 
during  diuretic  treatment,  chronic  diarr- 
hoea, prolonged  use  of  laxatives,  megalo- 
blastic anaemia  and  for  geriatric  patients 
on  inadequate  diets 

Contraindications  Symptoms  which  may 
indicate  ulceration  or  obstruction  of  the 
small  bowel  are  indications  for  stopping 
potassium  therapy 

Dosage  Two  to  five  tablets  daily  or  on 
alternate  days  if  diuretic  therapy  has  been 
so  prescribed 

Precautions  Hyperkalaemia  may  develop 
in  patients  with  advanced  renal  failure  if 
tablets  are  given  injudicially 
Packs  Of  500  tablets  (£150  trade)  and 
5000  tablets  (£13-50)  Issued  January  1973 

Calendar  pack  for  diuretic  


Bayer  are  introducing  a  Baycaron  calendar 
pack  of  56  tablets  in  two  foil  strips  of  28. 
Each  strip  is  marked  with  days  of  the  week 
and  is  intended  to  help  patients  take  the 
correct  dose  of  Baycaron  regularly.  For 
patients  taking  one  tablet  daily  each  foil 
strip  will  last  four  weeks. 

The  calendar  pack  (£1-46  trade)  will  be 
additional  to  the  existing  50  and  150  tablet 
packs,  but  it  is  expected  that  it  will  even- 
tually replace  the  smaller  pack.  (Bayer 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Haywards  Heath, 
Sussex  RH16  1TP). 

Preliminary  note 

Fisons  Ltd  pharmaceutical  division,  Lough- 
borough, Leics,  are  introducing  a  topical 
steroid  range  of  products  consisting  of 
Ficoid  5  preparations,  more  dilute  Tfcoid 
2  preparations  and  a  Ficoid-plus  range 
incorporating  an  antibacterial;  full  details 
next  week. 
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Promotions 


Biovita!  tablets  display 

A  special  counter  display  and  sales  unit 
has  been  developed  by  Dr  Schieffer-Tnter- 
national  of  Cologne  to  help  support  the 
launch  of  their  new  Biovital  tablets.  The 
tablets  are  now  being  introduced  nation- 
ally as  the  companion  product  to  Biovital 
liquid  after  successful  test  marketing  in 
Northern  Ireland  last  year. 

The  counter  unit,  presented  in  the  Bio- 
vital pack  colours  of  red  and  white,  car- 
ries the  slogan   "Try   Biovital  tablets — 


convenient  necessary  iron  plus  multi- 
vitamins" and  holds  six  packs  of  the 
newer  product.  The  tablets  are  sugar- 
coated  and  cherry  red  in  colour,  contain 
balanced  amounts  of  B-complex  vitamins, 
vitamin  C,  iron  and  manganese  and  are 
supplied  in  packs  of  60  (£0  69).  An  extra 
discount  of  10  per  cent  is  at  present  being 
offered  on  direct  orders  for  Biovital  liquid 
and  tablets  plus  any  combination  of 
Radiol  Radian  products  with  a  minimum 
value  of  £15  and  12|  per  cent  on  similar 
orders  with  a  minimum  value  of  £25 
(Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  Stepfield,  Witham, 
Essex). 

'Supercash'  boost 

Kimberley-Clark  Ltd,  are  spending  a  total 
of  £145,000  during  the  first  3  months  of 
1973  on  a  new  advertising  campaign  and 

promotion  called  Supercash.  Prizes 
valued  at  £70,000  are  being  offered  in  the 
>upercash  promotion  where  entrants  have 

put  in  order  of  value  the  list  of  ten 
p  and  send  in  one  more  £100  Super- 
ca v  lotes  which  are  carried  on  every 
pac?  >n  winners  of  the  competition  can 
spent  s  cash  they  have  collected  on 
buyinj,  ;  or  more  gifts  from  the  range 
of  ten  :6s  which  includes  Rover  cars, 
motor  c  ;rs  and  colour  television  sets. 
Every  en     :t  buying  at  least  three  packs 


can  win  a  limited  edition  numbered  print 
of  David  Koster's  painting  "Tiger."  And 
the  original  painting  is  one  of  the  prizes. 
Kimberly-Clark  salesmen  are  offering  dis- 
play material  and  instore  leaflets  with 
entry  forms  and  a  £100  Supercash  note 
for  the  customer. 

Continuing  the  "Use  his  Kleenex  tis- 
sues" theme,  £75,000  is  being  spent  on 
advertising  Kleenex  for  men  also  during 
the  first  three  months  in  women's  maga- 
zines including  Woman's  Own,  Family 
Circle,  She,  Vogue,  Nova,  Reader's  Digest 
and  My  Story  (Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Lark- 
field,  nr  Maidstone,  Kent). 

Money-saving  offer 

Flashed  packs  of  Efferdent  20's  and  36's 
are  now  available,  together  with  display 
material,  to  merchandise  a  new  money- 
saving  promotion.  Consumers  are  asked 
to  send  any  two  of  the  promotion  packs 
in  return  for  a  postal  order  to  the  value 
of  15p  which  includes  2|p  to  cover  the 
cost  of  the  consumer's  postage.  This  offer 
will  run  until  stocks  of  the  special  offer 
packs  last. 

A  Press  campaign  for  Efferdent  denture 
cleanser  will  also  commence  in  early  Jan- 
uary and  continue  throughout  the  year — 
with  advertisements  appearing  in  national 
daily  newspapers  and  women's  magazines 
(Lambert  Chemical  Co  Ltd,  Chestnut 
Avenue,  Eastleigh,  Hants.). 

New  Year  campaign 

Remington's  New  Year  promotion  has 
been  planned  to  reverse  the  usual  post- 
Christmas  decline  in  sales.  The  first  is  a 
trade-in  backed  by  advertising  which  is, 
say  the  Remington,  designed  to  reach  85 
per  cent  of  the  male  population.  Adver- 
tisements will  be  running  through  Febru- 
ary and  March  in  the  Daily  Mirror,  Sun, 
Daily  Mail,  Daily  Express,  Daily  Record 
and  News  of  the  World  as  well  as  Radio 
Times  and  TV  Times. 

The  trade-in  takes  the  form  of  price 
reductions  being  offered  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1973  on  two  of  their  shavers, 
the  Lektro  Blade  26  and  Lektro  Blade  23, 
in  exchange  for  any  wet  shaver,  electric 
shaver  or  Remington  Press  coupon  adver- 
tising the  trade-in.  The  mailing  shot  will 
be  accompanied  by  details  of  a  "Mystery 
Shopper"    competition,   the   second  part 


of  the  promotion.  Any  retailer  who  i. 
visited  by  a  Remington  "Mystery  Shop 
per"  will  get  a  £5  if  he  (a)  stocks  the  Lek 
tro  Blade  26  and  23,  (b)  displays  the  Re 
mington  trade  name  in  a  window  bill  and/ 
or  showcard  and  (c)  prominently  displays 
boxes  of  Lektro  Blade  cutters  (Sperry 
Rand.  Remington  Electric  Shaver  Divi- 
sion, Apex  Tower,  7  High  Street,  New] 
Maiden,  Surrey  KT3  4DL). 

Max  Factor  bargains 

From  January  1,  and  as  long  as  stocks 
last,  Max  Factor  are  offering  certain  item 
from  their  range  as  special  offers.  Item 
listed  are  four  products  from  the  Total 
Moisture  skin  care  collection :  Deep  Milky 
cleanser,  Normalising  facial  tonic,  Moisture 
Essence  under-makeup  lotion  and  Moisturel 
Essence  night  cream  offered  at  double  the 
amount  for  the  normal  recommended  price. 
And  six  other  products:   Sheer  Genius, 
Hi-Fi   fluid   makeup.   Satin   Flow,  Skin 
Freshener,  Satin  Moisturiser  and  Invisible 
Foundation  are  being  presented  in  "Queen"; 
sizes,  which  means  double  the  amount  at 
a  special  price.   Banish   shampoo,  their! 
medicated  liquid  shampoo,  is  now  offered 
in  a  special  large  size  of  215cc  (£0  65).  The 
company  has  also  included  three  products 
from   the   Swedish   Formula  hypo-aller- 
genic  treatment  collection  in  their  New 
Year  offers.  These  are  purified  cleansing 
lotion,  purified  skin  toner  and  enriched 
moisture  lotion  which  are  being  sold  at  I 
double  the  amount  for  £1-20  (Max  Factor; 
Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1X 
4BP). 

Consumer  offers 

□  Norman  Hartnell  one  size  micromesh 
tights  reduced  from  26p  to  22^p  from 
January  1  for  eight  weeks  (South  Coast 
Hosiery,  Benson's  Hosiery  Holdings  Ltd, 
Benson  House,  Weir  Road,  London  SW12). 

□  Poise  roll-on  deodorant,  double  quantity 
for  same  price;  Sea  Jade,  Khadine  and  |i 
other  popular  fragrances  offered  in  trial  ft 
sizes,  £0-34,  and  the  mini  sprays  offered  I 
with  free  matching  travel  talc  (Yardley  I 
Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London  Wl). 


on  TV 

next  week 

Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire; 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east; 
A  =  Anglia:  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward; 
B  =  Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann; 
CI  =  Channel  Islands. 

Aika-Seltzer:  All  areas 

Andrex:  All  except  E 

Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 

Brylcreem:  All  areas 

Buttercup  Syrup.  M,  Lc,  Y.  B 

Close  Up:  All  areas 

Famel  cough  syrup:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Macleans  toothpaste:  All  areas 

Signal:  All  areas 

SR:  All  areas 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  areas 
Vicks  Sinex:  All  except  U 
Vosene  shampoo:  All  areas 


6  January  1973 


Chemist  &  Druggist  11 


Redesigned  bottle 

A  new  bottle  has  been  designed  for  the 
Twice  as  Lasting  range  of  hair  setting 
lotions,  comprising  hair  set  and  hair  set 
with  colour  livener,  from  Golden  Ltd, 
Bruton  Street,  London  Wl.  Moulded  in 
shatterproof  pvc,  the  bottle  is  broad  based 
for  stability,  tapering  to  a  slim  neck  with 
a  screw-on  domed  plastic  cap.  The  two 
types  of  setting  lotion  are  differentiated 
by  the  use  of  black  caps  for  the  hair  set 
and  white  caps  for  the  other  brand.  The 
labels  feature  a  new  logotype,  but  still 
retain  the  existing  colours  from  the  pre- 
vious packs  for  familiarity. 

Wyeth's  new  office 

John  Wyeth  &  Brother  Ltd,  have  closed 
their  Birmingham  office  and  opened  a 
new  Leeds  office.  The  address  is — John 
Wyeth  &  Brother  Ltd,  Eastgate  Chambers, 
Eastgate,  Bramhope,  Leeds  LSI  6  9AB 
(tel:  097-335  3201/2). 

Change  of  Alupent  pack 

Supplies  of  Alupent  expectorant  in  300ml 
packs  are  being  discontinued  state  Boeh- 
ringer  Ingelheim  Ltd,  Isleworth  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middlesex. 
The  size  is  being  replaced  by  a  250ml 
(£113  trade  +  PT)  pack  and  the  new 
packs  will  shortly  be  supplied  against  all 
orders.  Supplies  are  available  only  in 
multiples  of  four  bottles. 

Keflex  capsules 

Eli  Lilly  &  Co  Ltd,  Basingstoke,  Hants, 
have  added  to  their  Keflex  range  Keflex 
50mg  causples  in  packs  of  20  (£8-30)  and 
100  (£39-98). 

Formula  change 

The  formula  of  Nocold  tablets  has  been 
changed.  The  aspirin  and  phenacetin  have 
been  omitted  and  the  active  ingredients 
are: —  Paracetamol  500mg;  caffeine  16mg; 
ascorbic  acid  50mg;  atropine  sulphate 
016mg,  and  phenylephrine  hydrochloride 
5mg. 

Woltz  distributor 

On  January  1  Fontarel  Ltd,  Percival 
House,  Pinner  Road,  Harrow,  Middlesex, 
took  over  the  distribution  of  Woltz  Ita- 
liana  foundation  creams  and  nail  enamels 
in  Great  Britain. 

Ohaus  1973  catalogue 

The  Ohaus  Scale  Corporation  have  releas- 
ed their  new  1973  catalogue  which  has  23 
pages  of  full  colour  illustrations  of  their 
extensive  range  of  laboratory  and  indus- 
trial balances  and  scales. 

The  instruments  range  from  the  Dial-O- 
Gram  310,  which  has  a  capacity  of  310  g 
and  a  sensitivety  of  0-01  g.  Other  Dial-O- 
Gram  model*  have  capacities  of  1,600  g 


with  a  sensitivity  of  0-1  g.  At  the  higher 
capacity  end  of  the  range  the  heavy  duty 
solution  balances  have  a  range  of  20  kg  X 
1  g.  All  models  include  permanent  mag- 
netic damping.  There  are  also  moisture 
determination  balances,  counting  scales, 
spring  scales  and  accessories  for  use  in 
industry  and  the  laboratory.  A  copy  of  the 
catalogue  is  available  on  request  from 
Shandon  Southern  Instruments  Ltd,  Frim- 
ley  Road,  Camberley,  Surrey. 

New  3M  divisions 

Two  new  product  divisions  have  been 
established  by  3M  UK  Ltd — health  care 
products  division  and  paper,  printing  and 
photographic  products  division.  Mr  John 
A.  Lumley  will  be  the  director  in  charge 
of  the  former  and  Mr  C.  A.  Guy  Talbot 
has  become  general  manager  of  the  latter 
division. 

Agfa-Gevaert  publication 

The  "Agfacolor  Manual",  which  has  been 
out  of  print  for  some  time,  has  now  been 
replaced  by  a  new  handbook,  entitled : 
Agfacolor  user  processing:  The  Negative- 
Positive  Process  (£0-75).  Published  by 
Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd,  Brent  House,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex,  it  is  a 
more  comprehensive  work,  giving  detailed 
but  clear  instruction  on  the  whole  nega- 
tive-positive process,  and  incorporating 
many  colour  plates. 

Lubin  distribution 

Roger  &  Gallet  Ltd,  16  Lettice  Street,  Lon- 
don SW6  have  acquired  the  distribution 
rights  of  Parfums  Lubin.  Lubin's  perfumes 
include  Nuit  de  Longchamps,  Gin  Fizz 
and  Eau  Neuve.  Active  promotion  of  the 
products  will  begin  on  March  1 . 

Exhibiting  at  Blackpool 

Andre  Philippe  are  exhibiting  at  the  Inter- 
national Gifts  Fair.  Blackpool,  February 
4-8,  on  stand  No  150,  Winter  Gardens. 

Larger  pack 

Winthrop  Laboratories  announce  a  24- 
tablet  pack  of  Panadeine  Co  (£0  36).  The 
new  plastic  slide  pack,  say  Winthrop,  will 
fill  the  need  expressed  by  many  chemists 
for  a  pocket  or  handbag  pack  larger  than 
the  10-tablet  size  already  available.  Win- 
throp Pharmaceuticals,  Winthrop  House. 
Surbiton-upon-Thames,  Surrey  KT6  4PH. 

Price  correction 

Benylin  Paedric.  new  speciality  of  Parke 
Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road,  Pontypool,  Mon 
NP4  8YH,  is  £0-56  (trade)  for  500ml  [cor- 
rected rate]. 


Bonus 
offers 


Winthrop  Pharmaceuticals,  Winthrop 
House,  Surbiton-upon-Thames,  Surrey  KT6 
4PH.  Panadeine  Co  24,  12  invoiced  as  10. 

ECM  Laboratories  Ltd,  Raphael  House, 
High  Street  North  East  Ham,  London  E6 
2Jt\  Pro-Hyd  50.  12  invoiced  as  10. 


High  Profits 
with 

High  Potency 

Blakoe 
Vitamin  E 


Blakoe  Vitamin  E  -  attractively 
packed  in  convenient  counter 

display  outers  -  provides 
YOU  with  a  fast  selling,  high 
quality  product. 

TRADE  RETAIL 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E 

(High  Potency)  100  mg  100  tabs  70p  £1.10 
Blakoe  Vitamin  E 

(Higher  Potency)  200  mg  .50  tabs  70p  fl.10 
Blakoe  Vitamin  I 

(Higher  Potency)      200  mg    50  caps       70p  £1.10 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E  600  mg  1 5  caps  70p  £1.10 
(Highest  Potency)  32  caps    £1.43  £2.15 


Further  information  available  from 


Blakoe  Limited, 

229  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London  ?V15 
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Respiratory 
disease  control 


by  S.  J.  Hopkins  FPS 


Respiratory  infections  are  the  common 
lot  of  man,  ranging  from  the  common 
cold  to  the  disabling  bronchitis  of  the 
elderly.  For  the  common  cold,  many 
patients  rely  on  self-treatment  with  aspirin 
and  nasal  decongestants,  and  only  seek 
medical  aid  if  a  secondary  infection  super- 
venes. Aspirin  may  give  symptomatic 
relief,  but  its  antipyretic  action  may  be 
a  disadvantage,  as  the  rise  in  temperature 
during  a  cold  can  increase  virus  destruc- 
tion, and  may  be  an  evolutionary  protec- 
tive process. 

Virus  infections  pose  many  problems, 
but  as  more  is  known  about  the  pharma- 
cokinetics of  drugs,  their  control  is  but  a 
matter  of  time. 

Cough  is  a  physiological  way  of  keep- 
ing the  upper  respiratory  tract  clear,  and 
cough  depressants,  although  socially  de- 
sirable, may  merely  prolong  the  cough- 
causing  condition,  and  even  facilitate  se- 
condary bacterial  invasion.  When  such 
invasion  is  due  to  streptococci,  penicillin 
is  often  the  drug  of  choice.  The  treatment 
should  be  adequate  in  both  dose  and  dura- 
tion. In  the  penicillin-sensitive  patient, 
erythromycin  is  a  useful  alternative.  It  is 
worth  remembering  that  in  young  adults, 
a  simple  sore  throat  which  develops  into 
an  acute  follicular  tonsillitis  may  be  a 
manifestation  of  glandular  fever.  Here 
treatment  is  mainly  symptomatic,  and  anti- 
biotics are  rarely  effective. 

'Pneumonia,  once  dreaded' 

In   the  elderly,  respiratory  tract  infec- 
tions may  give  rise  to  pneumonia,  a  con- 
dition broadly  classified  in  terms  of  the 
infecting  agent   as  bacterial,  viral,  and 
mycoplasmal    or   "atypical"  pneumonia. 
Pneumococcal  pneumonia,  once  dreaded, 
is  now  less  common  and  less  severe,  pos- 
sibly because  the  organism  has  become 
less  virulent,  and  penicillin  remains  a  first- 
choice  drug.  Alternatives  include  erythro- 
mycin  and  the  tetracyclines,  the  latter 
being  bacteriostatic  and  not  bactericidal. 
Staphylococcal  pneumonia  is  a  different 
problem.  It  may  occur  on  an  initial  infec- 
tion, or  as  a  complication  of  influenza,  and 
prompt  treatment  is  important.  Pending  the 
results  of  sensitivity  tests,  a  penicillinase- 
t-esistant  drug  such  as  cloxacillin  or  fluclo- 
cillin  should  be  chosen. 
Valuable  as  those  drugs  are,  they  are 
active  than  benzyl  penicillin  against 
pe  ~  ^tin-sensitive     organisms,     and  in 
sty    1  infections  it  may  not  be  irrational 
to  g    -  both  antibiotics  together.  In  some 
resis        infections,  the  combination  of 
penic:      with  fucidic  acid  (Fucidin)  has 
given  :     1  results,  and  in  penicillin-sen- 
sitive v       -s,  cephaloridine  (Ceporin)  or 
sodium  lo thin   (Keflin)  are  useful 

alternative.  i  general,  response  to  treat- 
ment is  but  both  bronchial  car- 


cinoma and  pulmonary  infarction  can 
cause  pneumonia-like  symptoms,  and  may 
baffle  the  physican  who  has  no  reason 
to  suspect  such  complications.  Tubercu- 
lous pneumonia  is  a  special  case,  and  the 
recently  introduced  rifampicin  (Rifadin, 
Rimactane)  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
range  of  anti-tubercular  drugs. 

A  variant  that  proved  a  puzzle  for  many 
years  is  the  so-called  atypical  pneumonia 
which  is  mainly  a  disease  of  young  adults. 
Early  treatment  with  a  tetracycline  controls 
the  cough,  fever  and  other  symptoms. 

Chronic  bronchitis,  on  the  other  hand, 
although  unusual  in  the  young,  is  a  com- 
mon affliction  of  the  elderly.  It  is  an 
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insidious  disease,  and  the  patient  may 
delay  until  increasing  air-way  resistance 
forces  him  to  seek  medical  assistance,  by 
which  time  irreversible  lung  damage  may 
have  occurred.  The  acute  exacerbations  of 
the  disease  are  usually  associated  with  in- 
vasion by  the  pneumococcus  or 
H.  influenza,  or  both,  and  can  be  treated 
with  tetracycline  or  ampicillin.  As  an  alter- 
native to  antibiotics,  co-trimoxazole 
(Septrin,  Bactrim)  can  be  used.  Co-trimoxa- 
zole is  a  mixture  of  trimethoprim  and 
sulphamethoxazole.  Both  drugs  inhibit  the 
formation  of  folic  acid,  which  is  essenial 
for  bacterial  growth,  but  at  different  points 
of  the  metabolic  cycle,  and  when  given 
together,  have  a  markedly  increased  anti- 
bacterial action. 


Dealing  with  bronchospasm 

For  the  bronchospasm  associated  with 
chronic  bronchitis,  ephedrine  remains  use- 
ful, but  in  elderly  males,  the  relaxant 
action  of  the  drug  on  the  detrusor  muscle 
of  the  bladder  may  cause  undersirable 
side  effects.  The  more  recently  introduced 
Numotac,  which  contains  isoetharine,  is 
free  from  that  disadvantage.  For  the  more 
acute    manifestations   of  bronchospasm, 
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isoprenaline  by  oral  inhalation  remains  the 
standard  drug,  and  the  value  of  such  inha- 
lation therapy  is  confirmed  by  the  intro- 
duction of  related  drugs  such  as  orciprena- 
line  (Alupent),  salbutamol  (Ventolin)  and 
terbutaline  (Bricanyl).  With  these  newer 
drugs,  the  cardiovascular  side  effects  of 
isoprenaline  have  been  greatly  reduced, 
although  not  entirely  eliminated. 

The  ease  of  use  of  these  aerosol  pro- 
ducts, coupled  with  the  usually  prompt 
response,  has  tended  to  disguise  the  dan- 
gers of  overdose,  and  most  products  have 
now  been  modified  to  deliver  a  measured 
dose.  Pharmacists  can  do  much  by  ex- 
plaining to  patients  how  to  use  these  aero- 
sols, and  by  making  the  patient  repeat  the 
explanation  to  show  that  it  is  understood. 
An  attempt  to  reduce  some  of  the  uncer- 
tainties of  aerosol  bronchodilator  therapy 
is  represented  by  the  Autohaler.  With  this 
device,  the  dose  of  inhalant  is  released  by 
the  act  of  inhalation,  and  a  second  dose 
cannot  be  taken  without  resetting  the  in- 
strument. Thus  the  dose  is  administered  at 
the  right  stage  of  the  breathing  cycle,  and 
the  device  increases  the  efficiency  of  inha- 
lation, reducing  the  risk  of  overdose. 

Although  steroids  are  used  systemically 
in  the  control  of  allergic  asthma,  attempts 


to  give  them  by  oral  inhalation  have  been 
unsuccessful,  mainly  because  of  side 
effects.  A  recent  report  suggests  that  beclo- 
methasone  (Propaderm)  may  be  the  re- 
quired specificity  of  action,  as  following 
inhalation  it  relieves  bronchospasm  with- 
out having  a  systemic  action. 

'Smoke  now  pay  later' 

In  chronic  bronchial  conditions,  irre- 
versible structural  changes  will  have 
already  occurred  in  the  peripheral  gas- 
exchanging  areas  of  the  lungs,  and  only 
minor  relief  can  then  be  expected  from 
the  use  of  bronchodilator  drugs.  Nothing 
can  be  done  to  alter  such  structural 
changes,  yet  chronic  bronchitis  is  largely 
a  preventable  disease,  and  all  too  often 
the  patient  is  an  example  of  "smoke  now, 
pay  later".  Treatment  will  remain  sympto- 
matic, but  advances  continue  to  be  made, 
such  as  the  use  of  bromhexine  (Bisolvon). 
It  is  considered  that  the  tenacious  nature 
of  bronchial  sputum  is  due  to  fibres  of 
acid  mucopolysaccharide,  and  that  the 
formation  of  the  fibres  can  be  prevented 
by  bromhexine.  Administration  of  the 
drug  leads  to  a  progressive  decline  in  spu- 
tum viscosity,  and  eventually  in  sputum 


volume,  with  consequent  improvement  in 
pulmonary  function. 

In  respiratory  insufficiency  or  failure, 
stimulant  drugs  of  the  nikethamide  type 
have  been  used,  often  with  disappointing 
results.  More  recently,  good  results  have 
been  obtained  with  prethcamide  (Micoren), 
given  by  injection  in  acute  conditions.  It 
increases  the  depth  of  respiration  more 
than  the  rate. 

The  treatment  of  obstructive  air-way 
disease  is  thus  largely  symptomatic  and 
palliative,  and  until  recently  no  effective 
prophylaxis  has  been  possible.  That  posi- 
tion changed  with  the  discovery  of  diso- 
dium  cromoglycate  (Intal).  It  is  con- 
sidered that  many  cases  of  bronchial 
asthma  and  bronchitis  have  an  allergic- 
origin,  and  that  the  consequent  breathing 
difficulties  are  due  to  the  release  of  his- 
tamine and  other  spasmogens  or  inflam- 
matory substances  which  cause  broncho- 
constriction  and  pulmonary  oedema.  The 
mode  of  action  of  the  drug  is  basically 
that  of  inhibiting  the  release  of  spasmo- 
gens from  the  mast  cells.  These  cells  con- 
tain dense  granules  in  which  histamine  is 
present  as  an  intracellular  depot.  In  an 
allergen-sensitive  patient,  the  interaction 
of  the  causative  antigen  with  antibody  re- 
sults in  the  release  of  histamine  and  other 
spasmogens  by  a  breakdown  of  the  mast 
cell  membrane.  Cromoglycate  inhibits  this 
release  by  acting  as  a  membrance  stabiliser. 
This  stabilisation  occurs  only  if  the  drug 
is  present  when  the  antigen-antibody  re- 
action takes  place,  but  not  afterwards,  as 
cromoglycate  does  not  have  any  direct 
antagonising  action  on  released  spasmo- 
gens. This  action  explains  why  the  drug 
is  effective  only  as  a  prophylactic  agent, 
and  can  be  summarised  diagrammatically : 

Sensitised  lung  cell  +  Antigen 

Damage  to  cell  Attack  point 

membranes  and  of  sodium 

release  of  spasmogens  ^1  cromoglycate 

Acute  pulmonary  reaction 
(bronchospasm,  inflammation, 
hypersecretion,  oedema) 

Eventual  damage  to  gas-exchanging 
areas  of  the  lung 

Some  attenuation  of  sensitivity  to  the 
antigen  may  occur  during  the  administra- 
tion of  cromoglycate,  even  though  con- 
tinued exposure  to  the  causative  substance 
takes  place,  and  this  attenuation  may  re- 
sult in  the  extension  of  prophylaxis  for 
some  time  after  treatment  with  cromogly- 
cate has  been  discontinued.  As  the  drug  is 
poorly  absorbed  when  given  orally,  it  is 
administered  by  oral  inhalation  in  20mg 
doses  by  a  special  device,  and  a  dose  may 
give  relief  for  as  long  as  six  hours.  Such 
relief  is  not  only  valuable  in  itself,  but 
may  also  permit  a  significant  reduction  in 
the  dose  of  any  steroids  that  may  have 
previously  been  prescribed. 

Thus,  although  the  paramount  positi^ 
of  the  aerosol  bronchodilators  in  the  tr^t- 
ment  of  the  incipient  or  established  af'-ick 
of  bronchospasm  remains  virtually  un- 
assailable, the  introduction  of  di</*um 
cromoglycate  marks  the  first  adv?iCe  in 
the  hitherto  virtually  untitled  field jf  Pro- 
phylaxis of  allergic  bronchial  diiase- 
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Baby  and  beauty  shop: 
three  years'  experience 

In  1970,  Mr  D.  L.  Coleman  MPS,  Stalham,  Norfolk,  described  in  a  C&D  article  the  setting 
up  of  a  second  shop  to  sell  baby  care  goods  and  beauty  products.  He  now  offers  the 
benefit  of  three  years'  experience  of  operating  the  shop  successfully,  to  pharmacists 
who  may  be  considering  a  similar  venture. 


Development  of  the  baby  section  is  a  field 
in  which  there  is  considerable  potential  in 
many  pharmacies.  As  I  described  in  C&D 
March  28,  1970,  we  opened  some  three 
years  ago  as  a  specialised  department  deal- 
ing in  baby  care  and  beauty  products,  and 
these  notes  follow  our  experiences  since 
then. 

Briefly  the  reasons  for  opening  were: 

□  space  in  the  pharmacy  was  limited 

O  the  area  had  a  large  number  of  young 
families 

□  doctor  dispensing  made  "ethical"  phar- 
macy less  attractive 

□  being  in  a  holiday  area,  there  was  a 
need  to  have  adaptable  opening  hours. 

The  answer  was  a  separate  shop — about 
four  doors  from  the  pharmacy — to  special- 
ise in  baby  care  and  beauty  products. 

The  baby  care  side  of  the  business  has 
expanded  considerably  over  the  period. 
The  young  mother  (and  their  mothers!) 
like  to  be  able  to  look  around  at  leisure 
— to  be  able  to  choose  products  on  their 
own  and  not  feel  they  must  be  served 
quickly  to  avoid  keeping  others  waiting. 
The  staff  of  the  shop  are  there  ready  with 
advice  when  asked,  and  because  of  the 
number  of  young  mothers  they  see  they 
are  able  to  give  advice  on  what  is  needed 
and  suitable.  Of  course,  any  question  of  a 
medical  nature  is  referred  to  the  pharmacy 
for  to  the  doctor  if  that  is  obviously  what 
is  required).  The  type  of  products  we  now 
sell  can  be  broken  down  as  follows: 

Foods.  Tinned  foods  and  jars — Heinz, 
Gerber,  etc,  are  sold  at  reduced  prices  and 
at  a  low  percentage  profit — in  themselves 
they  are  not  a  valuable  part  of  the  trade 
but  the  mothers  are  in  almost  daily  for 
them  and  thus  get  to  know  the  stock  that 
the  shop  has.  We  pride  ourselves  on  keep- 
ing a  wide  range  of  baby  foods  and  of 
always  having  fresh  stock — this  is  achieved 
by  a  high  turnover  though,  as  I  mentioned, 
at  a  reduced  profit.  Milk  and  cereal  pro- 
ducts are  of  course,  also  sold. 

Baby  toiletries.  Powder,  oil,  cream  etc 
by  the  usual  makers.  We  find  that  mothers 
cannot  resist  a  bargain  and  that  special 
offers  on  nappy  liners,  cotton  wools,  etc  go 
down  well.  We  have  no  desire  to  give  a 
t  cap"  appearance  to  the  shop  and  the 
nu  'hers  of  such  offers  are  very  much 
V-  id  , 

Y  i^s  pushchairs  etc.  These  are  profit- 
able ,  es  and  are  fairly  easy  to  handle. 
Thev  however,  bulky  (which  limits  the 
varieu  ->e  can  have  in  stock)  and  quite 
distinV  'it  is  soon  obvious  if  one  has 
been  k  a  long  time — careful  and 

conserve       buying  is  needed). 


■sses  sheets  etc.  Our  aim  is 


to  supply  all  the  mother's  baby  needs,  so, 
although  sheets  don't  sound  right  for  a 
pharmacy  they  none  the  less  have  a  part 
in  a  speoialist  baby  department  of  a  phar- 
macy. 

Baby  clothing.  We  started  with  not  much 
more  than  baby  pants  but  now  have  a 
wide  range  of  products  for  under  2's.  In 
particular,  Babygro  produce  easily-handled 
clothing  which  does  not  depend  on  fashion 
to  sell  it.  Providing  the  choice  of  product 
is  carefully  made  this  can  be  a  very  profit- 
able part  of  the  business.  We  do  find, 
however,  that  the  wholesaling  arrange- 
ments are  very  much  inferior  to  those  in 
pharmacy.  There  seem  to  be  no  large 
stock  holdings  or  continuity  of  a  line, 
which  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  offer 
to  get  a  special  item  in  for  a  customer. 

Gifts.  We  also  keep  a  number  of  gift  and 
toy  items  for  babies — principally  for  the 
grandparents,  I  think!  But  this  is  a  side 
I  would  not  wish  to  encourage  to  any  large 
extent. 

These  lines  occupy  about  60  per  cent  of 
the  shop  space  and  almost  all  are  arranged 
on  a  self-selection  basis.  The  rest  of  the 
shop  has  cosmetics  and  toiletries — items 
again  for  the  young  mothers.  The  cosmetic 
section  has  also  benefited  by  being  separ- 
ated from  the  main  pharmacy  in  that  it  now 
has  a  less  hurried  atmosphere — and  of 
course  space  can  more  readily  be  made 


A  combination  of  circumstances  has  forced 
the  closing  of  a  Reigate  pharmacy.  The 
owner,  Mr  V.  C.  R.  Gude,  writes  in  re- 
miniscent mood. 

The  pharmacy  opened  in  1872.  My  pre- 
decessor, Mr  F.  R.  Barlow,  MPS,  was  in 
occupation  for  43  years,  retiring  in  his 
early  eighties.  Many  will  remember  him 
for  his  copper-plate  handwriting — I  am 
told  that  order  clerks  would  fight  for  the 
envelopes   in   which   his   orders  arrived. 

I  have  in  my  possession  private  prescrip- 
tion books,  forming  an  almost  unbroken 
chain  back  to  the  original  opening  date 
and  quite  a  few  relics — though  items  of 
late  Victorian  and  Edwardian  vintage  are 
hardly  antiques. 

My  own  tenancy  has  been  a  mere  four- 
teen years  (almost).  I  feel  I  have  seen 
changes  in  attitude  and  outlook  on  both 
sides  of  the  counter  in  this  period  which 
exceeded  in  magnitude,  those  of  the  pre- 
vious fifty.  However,  I  feel  I  did  my  best 
to  maintain  the  traditions  of  service  to 
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available  for  testers  etc.  However,  we  have1 
retained  cosmetics,  particularly  men's,  in 
the  pharmacy  and  it  is  interesting  to  see 
how  some  people  prefer  one  type  of  shop 
and  some  another. 

There  seems  to  us  a  good  opportunity 
for  many  pharmacies — particularly  in 
village,  market  town  and  suburban  situa- 
tions, to  considerably  expand  their  baby 
goods  sales  (a  look  at  Mothercare  success 
may  convince  them)  and  we  hope  that  the 
above  may  make  them  think  about  'the 
possibility. 


Mothercare  have  just  launched  this 
new  safety  medicine  cabinet,  moulded 
from  Shell  Carinex  high-impact 
polystyrene.  The  cabinet  incorporates 
a  number  of  safety  features — the  top  is 
angled,  making  it  impossible  to  leave 
medicines  out;  the  door  hinges  down 
to  make  a  convenient,  brightly  coloured  I 
shelf  to  encourage  on-the-spot  dispensings 
the  safety  door  catch  is  out  of  sight  on 
top  of  the  cabinet  and  needs  an  adult 
hand  to  press  simultaneously  two  widely 
spaced  buttons  in  order  to  open  it. 
Mothercare  are  selling  the  cabinet  at  £4  I 
— it  is  not  available  to  other  distributors  j 


which  I  had  been  brought  up.  Many  a  time  I 
I  have  smarted  at  the  curt  notes  I  have  I 
received  from  the  Pricing  Bureau  as  a  I 
result  of  my  attempts  to  translate  the  | 
EC10  written  by  the  doctor's  receptionist  i 
into  the  correct  medicine,  even  at  times  to  I 
relate  them  to  the  correct  patient.  I  do  not  | 
attack  the  Pricing  Bureau,  doing  its  duty  j 
as  per  instructions;  I  attack  a  system  which  I 
refuses  to  recognise  the  professional  inte-  , 
grity  of  the  pharmacist  and  our  own  weak-  I 
ness  in  accepting  such  a  situation. 

An  unfortunate  combination  of  ill  I 
health,  staff  shortages  in  the  South-east,  I 
a  landlord  bent  on  redevelopment,  has  I 
brought  all  this  to  an  end.  I  am  sorry  for  I 
the  public,  who  have  lost  a  viable  and  I 
much  needed  pharmacy. 

In  my  mid-fifties  I  have  a  rare  chance  j 
to  take  a  fresh  look  at  life.  It  will  make  a  I 
change  from  chasing  a  doctor  through  a  I 
whole  series  of  redirected  phone  calls  to 
elucidate  an  EC10  at  7  pm  in  the  evening. 
I  am  confident  that,  given  time,  I  shall 
be  grateful. 


A  Reigate  pharmacy  closes 
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Sell  hard  in  1973 


The  "hard  sell"  campaign  for  an  independent  chemists' 
voluntary  trading  organisation,  conducted  through  the 
medium  of  nationwide  NPU  meetings,  gained  approval  in 
principle  for  detailed  feasibility  studies.  These  studies 
are  now  under  way,  according  to  the  second  issue  of  the 
new  NPU  "Independent  Chemists'  Marketing  Infor- 
mation" bulletin,  and  pharmacy  "samples"  are  to  be 
established  to  explore  the  "sales  mix",  "procurement 
services"  and  "sales  patterns". 

How  many  retail  pharmacists  will  balk  at  this  jargon 
is  a  matter  for  conjecture,  but  there  is  bound  to  be  a 
greater  number  who  find  the  advice  offered  in  the  rest  of 
the  bulletin  even  less  to  their  liking. 

Three  market  areas  are  examined  to  show  the  position 
of  the  independent  chemist,  the  brand  leaders — and  the 
action  needed  to  ensure  a  larger  slice  of  the  sales  cake. 
"Action"  includes  displaying  shaving  systems  in  pro- 
portion to  advertising  impact,  stocking  only  the  three 
brand  leaders  in  beard  softeners  (Foamy,  Palmolive, 
Erasmic)  and  in  paper  tissues  (for  chemists,  Hanx, 
Nu-Soft,  Kleenex),  and  displaying  only  the  fastest  selling 
cosmetics. 

Such  advice  smacks  of  "To  beat  'em  join  'em" —  an 
anathema  to  many  in  the  profession.  But  it  is  a  foretaste 
of  the  sort  of  advice  that  must  come,  of  necessity,  from 
the  projected  VTO,  and  NPU  members  are  therefore  in 
the  fortunate  position  of  being  able  to  sample  some  of  the 
VTO's  wares  before  buying — they  still  have  the  right  of 
veto. 

Experiment 

The  best  way  of  evaluating  this  kind  of  advice  is  to 
put  it  to  the  test,  and  there  is  no  better  time  than  the 
present.  Christmas  is  over,  long  live  the  January  sales, 
say  the  stores  and  multiples.  But  what  about  indepen- 
dent chemists?  How  many  simply  count  the  takings  and 
look  forward  to  next  year's  bonanza? 

It  would  take  only  a  little  effort  to  put  into  operation 
the  four-point  NPU  plan  for  shaving  market  profitability, 
for  example.  If  it  works,  it  will  show  in  the  till,  if  it 
doesn't  it  will  not  be  "blind  prejudice"  that  dictates 
opposition  to  the  VTO.  However,  it  must  be  pointed  out 
that  the  experiment  will  be  without  one  of  the  major 
ingredients — the  VTO's  competitive  buying  power. 

Many  retail  pharmacists  yearn  for  the  privileges  of  the 
"salaried  professional",  while  demanding  the  freedom 
f  the  independent  proprietor.  But  independence  will 
ot  be  served  up  on  a  plate — there  is  no  "friendly 
competition"  these  days. 
The  grocer  next  door  has  no  reservations  about 
isplaying  sanitary  protection,  it's  the  profit  per  foot  run 
and  the  customer-drawing  attributes  that  attract.  The 
supermarket  has  no  regrets  about  taking  the  toiletries 
top  sellers  and  leaving  the  chemist  to  give  the  "service". 

The  marketing  New  Year  resolution  is  plain:  Be 
prepared  to  promote.  Don't  "stock" — "sell". 


Prices,  prices,  prices 

Neither  a  crystal  ball  nor  a  clairvoyant  is  needed  to 
forecast  that  the  main  topic  of  1973  is  likely  to  be 
prices,  probably  with  the  retailer  bearing  the  greatest 
load  of  criticism. 

Ensuring  the  continued  high-lighting  of  the  topic  is 
the  Government's  counter-inflation  legislation  that 
received  the  Royal  assent  on  November  30, 1972.  Its 
effect  was  to  freeze  pay  and  the  majority  of  prices  for 
90  days  until  the  end  of  February  1973  and  to  give  the 
Government  the  option  of  extending  its  operation  for  a 
further  60  days  after  that,  prolonging  the  "freeze"  if 
required  until  the  end  of  April  1973. 

The  other  piece  of  legislation,  Value  Added  Tax,  due 
to  be  brought  into  effect  on  April  1,  will  again  focus 
the  spotlight  on  the  counter  and  have  a  great  impact 
on  the  distributive  industry. 

Each  section  of  the  industry  will  need  the  co-operation 
of  the  others  to  cope  with  the  problems  ahead.  Retailers 
and  wholesalers  will  be  relying  on  each  other  and  both 
will  be  looking  for  the  support  of  the  manufacturer. 

Chemist  and  Druggist  has  a  special  interest,  realising 
our  unique  responsibility  in  the  matter  of  prices  and  our 
pricing  service.  That  service  continues  to  be  increasingly 
adopted  as  the  basis  for  successful  trading  by  whole- 
salers and  retailers.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  most  effective 
pricing  service  and  plans  are  in  hand  to  ensure  that  it 
provides  an  even  better  reference  system. 

As  announced,  the  Quarterly  Price  List  is  to  be 
replaced  during  1973  by  a  list  issued  six  times  a  year, 
thus  subscribers  in  the  UK  will  receive  a  complete  price 
list  every  eight  weeks,  a  service  that  will,  as  now, 
be  reinforced  by  the  weekly  list  of  changes.  In  preparing 
for  these  changes  we  are  also  revising  the  layout  of  the 
bi-monthly  list  increasing  the  type  size  and  giving 
more  information  in  the  text.  The  page  size  of  the  list 
will  be  changed  and  it  should  be  more  easily  accommo- 
dated in  the  restricted  areas  behind  the  counter.  Each 
ethical  product's  entry  will  include  details  of  the 
formula.  But  ever  more  important  will  be  the  VAT  prices 
that  will  be  included  in  the  first  issue  of  the  new  series. 

Publication  of  the  price  list  with  so  many  new  features 
is  in  "placid  times"  a  hazardous  undertaking,  the 
complication  of  a  price  freeze  which  could  be  "on,  off, 
or  only  half  on"  when  VAT  prices  are  being  calculated, 
and  furthermore  the  problem  of  planning  the  operation 
when  the  final  VAT  rate  is  not  yet  confirmed  makes  the 
operation,  to  say  the  least,  rather  difficult! 

Nevertheless,  a  price  list  should  reflect  operative 
prices  and  we  therefore  aim  to  produce  a  list  of  VAT 
inclusive  retail  prices  before  April  1.  How  much  ; 
advance  of  "VAT  day"  will  depend  on  the  co-or 
of  manufacturers  and  those  who  market  produ  but 
above  all  on  the  Chancellor  confirming  the  fir.  >' 
rate. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland 


Council  to  ask  BBC  for 
transcript  of  interview 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  decided  at  their  December  meet- 
ing to  ask  the  BBC  for  a  transcript  of  a 
recent  television  interview  with  Inspector 
Scully  of  the  NI  Drug  Squad.  Inspector 
Scully  was  quoted  as  saying  he  had  warned 
doctors  and  chemists  to  take  precautions 
against  the  possibility  that  many  "soft" 
drug  users  may  turn  to  "hard"  drugs  as  a 
Christmas  treat. 

Thefts  from  doctors'  cars  and  chemists' 
shops  pointed  to  the  presence  of  opiate  or 
so-called  heroin  users.  The  thefts  also  in- 
cluded accessories  such  as  syringes  and 
needles.  Stolen  pads  of  prescriptions  were 
another  major  problem.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  evidence  to  indicate  that  some 
people  are  now  administering  barbiturates 
to  themselves  by  dissolving  oral  barbi- 
turates and  then  injecting  the  solution. 

Mr  Mcllhagger  said  he  thought  very 
few  pharmacies,  if  any,  held  a  stock  of 
heroin.  In  solution  it  was  most  unstable 
and  he  doubted  if  there  were  more  than 
two  sources  in  Northern  Ireland  for  the 
freeze-dried  powder. 

Mr  Mclntyre  reminded  the  Council  that 
the  question  of  stolen  prescription  pads 
had  been  discussed  with  officials  of  the 
Health  Services  Board  about  six  months 
ago  but  there  was  no  positive  action  the 
Board  could  take  in  the  matter.  It  was 
agreed  to  ask  the  BBC  for  a  copy  of  the 
script  of  Inspector  Scully's  interview  before 
taking  the  matter  up  with  the  appropriate 
Ministry. 

It  was  reported  that  Dr  N.  J.  Harper 
had  agreed  to  give  the  sessional  lecture 
entitled  "The  Research  Role  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Industry"  on  Tuesday,  January 
23,  1973,  at  7.45  pm  in  the  Medical  Bio- 
logy Centre,  Queen's  University. 

The  president  reported  on  an  offer  he 
had  received  from  the  National  Pharma- 
ceutical Union  to  supply  a  3M  office  dry 
copier.  After  discussions  with  the  other 
officers  of  the  Society  he  had  accepted  the 
offer  and  the  Council  approved  his  action. 

Professor  D'Arcy  reported  that  he  had 
completed  the  text  of  the  first  two  lectures 
in  the  1973  series.  Both  were  on  drug  in- 
teraction and  the  text  would  be  available 
in  booklet  form  to  those  attending  the 
lectures.  The  booklet  extended  to  77  pages 
and  was  a  comprehensive  review  of  the 
nature  and  problems  associated  with  drug 
interactions.  If  the  Council  wished  addi- 
tional copies  could  be  prepared  and  made 
available  to  members  unable  to  attend  the 
lectures. 

Mr  Boyle  said  Professor  D'Arcy,  who 
had  some  copies  of  the  booklet  available 
for  the  meeting,  had  done  an  excellent 
job.  The  text  was  first  class  and  the  repro- 
duction splendid.  It  was  agreed  to  make 


a  charge  of  £100  per  copy  to  members 
not  attending  the  course. 

The  reports  of  the  finance  and  general 
purposes  committees  were  adopted.  Aris- 
ing out  of  a  discussion  on  a  report  of  a 
meeting  of  the  European  Pharmacy  Group, 
the  president  said  a  small  committee  had 
been  appointed  earlier  in  the  year  to  con- 
sider the  possibility  of  preparing  a  plan 
for  the  rationalisation  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical service  in  Northern  Ireland.  Some 
preliminary  work  had  had  to  be  carried 
out  but  the  geographical  location  of  phar- 
macies and  doctors'  surgeries  was  now 
available  and  the  committee  would  begin 
its  work  early  in  the  new  year. 

NHS  labour  and 
overhead  costs 

The  breakdown  of  labour  and  overhead 
costs  used  in  the  calculation  of  chemist 
contractors'  NHS  remuneration,  is  pub- 
lished in  the  current  newsletter  of  the 
Central  Contractors  Committee.  They  were 
requested  by  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
representatives  during  their  discussion  of 
the  Lin  stead  report  in  October  1972. 

The  table  below  summarises  the  posi- 
tion with  effect  from  August  1,  1972:  — 

Due      Paid  Overpaid 
fp)        (P)  (P) 
Professional  fee  (Labour  Costs 

16  11       17  00  0-89 


On-cost  (overhead  costs) 
617 


6-47 


Total 


22-28 


23-47 


0-  30 

1-  19 


The  on-cost  payment  is  calculated  at  the 
rate  of  10  5  per  cent  on  an  estimated  net 
ingredient  cost  of  6L67p.  The  current  over- 
payment is  designed  to  correct  the  sub- 
stantial balance  sheet  underpayment  posi- 
tion in  chemist  contractors'  favour  which 
arose  following  the  settlement  of  the  1972 
profit  margin  and  proprietors'  notional 
salary  negotiations. 

The  proprietors'  cost  is  based  on  a  1972 
notional  salary  of  £3,120  which  includes 
an  8  per  cent  addition  in  respect  of  em- 
ployers' superannuation  contributions. 

Rent  includes  notional  rent  of  0-46p  per 
prescription  in  respect  of  owner-occupied 
premises. 

The  profit  margin  of  3  25p  (2-35p+ 
0-90p)  per  prescription  represents  a  re- 
turn of  16  per  cent  on  capital  employed 
and  is  allocated  pro  rata  to  labour  and 
overhead  costs. 

Estimated  total  amounts  due  in  1972  in 
respect  of  the  labour  and  overhead  costs 


per  prescription  which  are  broadly  related, 
to  the  amounts  paid  as  professional  fees 
and  on-cost  respectively,  are  set  out  below. 
They  are  average  figures  and  cannot  be 
related  to  any  individual  pharmacy. 

pper 

Labour  costs  Rx 
Pharmacist  proprietor  5-24 
Pharmacist  manager  2-85 
Assistant  pharmacist  L44 
Dispenser  2-45 
Counter  assistant  0-79 
Other  0-36 
Government  charges  0  63 


%  of 
Total! 
33~ 
18 
9 
15 
5 
2 
4 


Total  labour  costs 
Profit  (part) 
Total  due 

Overhead  costs 
(a) 

Property 

Rent 

Rates 

Repairs 

Other 


13-76 
2-35 
16-11 


0-89 
0-35 
0-24 
003 


86 
14, 
100 


14i 

6, 

i 


Capital  allowances 

fixtures 

0-28 

4' 

Light  and  heat 

0-27 

4 

Living  accommodation 

003 

1 

Sub-total 

209 

_34 

(b) 

Other  local  costs 

Pharmaceutical  committee 

002 

" 

Professional  subscriptions 

006 

Dead  stock 

0-39 

6 

Telephone 

0-34 

6 

Motor 

0-37 

6 

Locums 

0-42 

7 

Reliefs 

006 

1 

Sundry 

068 

11  1 

Sub-total 

2-34 

(c) 

Head  office 

0-84 

J4 

Total  overhead  costs 

5-27 

86 

Profit  (part) 

0-90 

14 

Total  due 

6-17 

100 1 

'No  cruelty'  beauty 

As  many  of  your  readers  may  know, 
Beauty  Without  Cruelty  not  only  pro- 
duces a  range  of  beauty  products  and 
simulation  furs — all  free  from  animal 
derivatives,  and  not  obtained  from  experi- 
ments on  animals — but  acts  as  a  research 
centre  for  animal  welfare  societies;  and 
answers  numerous  inquiries  from  all  over 
the  world  about  humane  products. 

We  produce  a  brochure  listing  these, 
"More  Than  Skin  Deep",  and  we  are 
currently  working  on  its  revision.  Al- 
though many  cosmetic,  beauty  product 
and  manufacturing  chemist  companies  are 
being  approached  by  letter,  I  should  like 
to  hear  from  anyone  who  feels  his  pro- 
ducts would  qualify  for  inclusion. 

Jenny  Humphrey 
Honorary  research  secretary, 
Beauty  Without  Cruelty. 
14  Railway  Square, 
Brentwood,  Essex. 
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BRITISH 
MEDICAL 
TRIALS 
CONFIRM  THE 

EFFECTIVENESS 
OF 

mm  mm  #  non -Ergotamine  m 

Migraleve 

for  the  treatment  of 


Your  customers  value  your 
recommendation  when  they 

ask  your  professional  advice. 
Recommend 

«  mm  %  NON -ERGOTAMINE  <m 

Migraleve 

the  SPECIFIC  and  PROVEN 

safer  migraine  treatment 

"J  The  CP.  Medical  Research  Unit:  "Clinical  Trial  of  Migraleve.  A 
new  Combination  Treatment  lor  Migraine."  Medical  Digest  Vol.  17, 
No.  7. 

PRESCRIPTION  PACK  :  MIGRALEVE  24  TABLETS 

DUO-TREATMENT:  Pack  includes  16  Pink  tablets  and  8  Yellow  tablets. 
Detailed  dosage  instructions  are  issued  with  the  product. 

FORMULA  :  Each  Pink  tablet  contains  Buclizine  Dihydrochloride  6.25  mg., 
Paracetamol  500  mg..  Codeine  Phosphate  8  mg.,  Dioctyl  Sodium  Sulphosucci- 
nate  10  mg.  Each  Yellow  tablet  contains  Paracetamol  500  mg..  Codeine  Pho- 
sphate 8  mg  Dioctyl  Sodium  Sulphosuccinate  20  mg. 

Full  information  and  samples  available  on  request  from: 


INTERNATIONAL 
LABORATORIES 
LIMITED 


Ethical  Division 


LINCOLN  WAY  WINDMILL  ROAD- 
SUNBURY-ON-THAMES  •  MIDDLESEX.  TW16  7HN. 
Telephone:  SUNBURY- ON  THAMES  87411 
Telegraphic:  PARMINTUS,  SUNBURY  ON  THAMES. 


The  whole 
nation 

could 
crack  up 

this 
winter! 

The  whole  nation  could  crack  up  this  winter! 

Cracked  lips  and  chapped  hands  will  again  be  the  rough 
justice  handed  out  by  the  British  climate  this  winter,  and  the 
whole  nation  could  suffer!  But  at  least  the  general  public  will 
know  about  the  relief  they  can  get  this  year,  because 
Chap-ans'and  Chap  Stick' are  to  be  advertised  nationally 
throughout  the  winter  months: 

Biggest  ever  'Chap-ans'  winter  campaign 

Awinter  version  of  the  highly  successful  "For  hands  he'll 
love  to  hold  "campaign  will  appear  in  Woman's  Realm! 
'Woman  's  Weekly  She;  Woman  &  Home' and  My  Weekly." 

New  winter  theme  for  'Chap  Stick'  campaign 

Awinter  adaptation  of  the  "For  a  cracking  pair  of  lips" 
campaign  will  be  appearing  in  the  Daily  Mirror," 
Daily  Express' and  Sun'  newspapers. 

New  Display  Material 

Attractive  counter/window  display  cards  and  new  counter 
packs  are  now  available  for  both  products. 
Make  sure  you  don't  miss  these  cracking'  profit 
opportunities, order  now  from  your  Robins  representative 
who  has  attractive  bonus  terms  or  from  your  usual  wholesaler. 

Further  information  is  available  from: 
A  H  Robins  Company  Ltd 
Horsham  Sussex 


Fora  cracking  pairof  lips 


W  i  1 

forhands  he'll  love  to  hold 


f 


Quwon&.Qiop-Stiek, 
protects  sensitive  skin 
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Chemists'  VTO  and  all  that 
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I  read  that  Nielsen  estimate  that  phar- 
macists' total  turnover  will  show  an  in- 
crease of  9-5  per  cent  in  1972  over  1971. 
They  go  on  to  say  that  NHS  remunera- 
tion accounts  for  a  large  part  of  this  in- 
crease and  in  contrast  counter  turnover 
growth  was  disappointing. 

I  expect  that  those  who  favour  the 
formation  of  a  chemists'  voluntary  trad- 
ing organisation  will  infer  from  these 
figures  that  there  is  a  pressing  need  for 
the  setting  up  of  such  an  organisation  in 
order  to  combat  this  trend  of  a  reduced 
over-the-counter  turnover. 

I  am  not  persuaded  that  VTO  will  arrest 
this  trend,  for  I  believe  there  are  funda- 
mental trends  in  the  shopping  habits  of 
the  population  which  are  here  to  stay.  It 
is  a  fact  that  the  shopping  public  now 
use  the  supermarket  for  many  of  their  pur- 
chases, particularly  food.  It  appears  to 
have  become  a  ritual  for  weekly  visits 
to  the  supermarket.  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  use  these  trips  to  buy 
other  merchandise,  some  of  which  we 
identify  as  being  traditional  chemist  goods. 
The  stark  reality  is  that  the  shopper  buys 
food,  toothpaste,  shampoos,  hairspray,  etc, 
at  the  same  time. 

Can  you  expect  the  busy  housewife  to 
refrain  from  buying  traditional  chemists' 
goods  from  the  supermarket  and  make 
another  journey  to  the  pharmacy?  I  am 
not  so  sure  that  even  a  competitive  price 
is  going  to  attract.  It  is  so  easy  to  buy 
all  that  one  needs  from  one  source. 

I  read  in  the  NPU's  "Independant  Che- 
mists' Marketing  Information"  the  fol- 
lowing: "Toiletries  probably  account  for 
the  bulk  of  your  counter  business."  I  can- 
not accept  this  statement.  I  am  disturbed 
that  Mr  Trotman  and  his  colleagues  are 
thinking  on  such  lines.  No  mention  is 
made  of  the  sale  of  medicines.  It  annoys 
me  intensely  to  hear  pharmacists  saying 
they  are  subsidising  the  Health  Service. 
Surely  the  dispensing  of  NHS  prescrip- 
tions and  counter  sales  are  complementary. 
A  general  practice  pharmacist  in  the 
majority  of  cases  needs  both. 

Photography  has  always  been  a  feature 
of  chemists'  turnover— another  facet  which, 
so  I  am  told,  has  been  seriously  eroded. 

So  I  quote  again  from  the  marketing 
publication  previously  mentioned.  "It  is 
lack  of  attention  to  merchandising,  devel- 
oping and  processing  which  has  allowed 
the  boom  in  and  the  specialist  claims  of 
the  direct-selling  free  film  organisations." 

Lack  of  attention  to  merchandising— 
what  does  it  mean?  The  only  way  to 
compete  with  these  free  film  organisations 
is  to  offer  free  films  as  they  do. 

The  voluntary  grocery  groups  such  as 
Spar  and  Mace  are  quoted  as  examples  of 
successful  trading  groups.  I  understand 
that  not  all  grocers  have  the  privilege  of 
joining    such    groups,   the  appointments 


being  selective.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
closing  of  some  shops  with  the  result  that 
the  remaining  ones  were  more  successful. 
This  must  not  happen  to  pharmacy. 

Cut-price  shops  depend  on  their  com- 
petitiveness to  be  profitable.  When  all  can 
compete — the  impact  must  be  surely  lost! 

How  effective  will  a  VTO  be?  What 
will  a  VTO  be  able  to  offer  price-wise? 
Will  it  be  much  better  than  what  most 
wholesalers  are  offering  at  the  moment? 
I  wonder!  As  I  write  this  I  have  before 
me  sheets  of  offers  from  my  wholesalers. 
These  are  as  follows: —  Bowater  Scott — 
Order  10  cases  you  get  25 — 99  case  rate. 
Some  other  products — trade  less  10  per 


cent.  Towels— 10  case  order— 50-399  case| 
rate.  There  are  many  others. 

Our  wholesalers  are  alive  to  the  com-| 
petition  the  pharmacist  has  to  face  and! 
to  me  they  are  responding  manfully. 

What  disturbs  me  most  is  a  statement! 
from  Beecham  Products  "Experience  at| 
the  Carrefour  hypermarket  provides  evi- 
dence to  refute  the  belief  of  many  super-! 
market  operators  that  proprietary  medi-1 
tines,  because  they  are  price  maintained, 
are  incapable  of  profitable  volume  sales 
in  a  self-service  environment." 

It  is  most  disturbing  and  bears  out  what  i 
I  have  been  trying  to  point  out.  These 
establishments  offer  convenient  shopping 
and  the  public  are  taking  advantage  of 
them.  What  can  we  do?  There  is  much  j 
that  only  a  pharmacy  can  offer. 

Is  it  not  time  that  the  NPU  concen-  j 
trated  some  of  its  efforts,  resources  and 
expertise  on  a  public  relations  campaign 
to  educate  the  public  that  the  rightful 
place  to  buy  medicines  is  the  pharmacy 
where  expert  advice  can  be  given? 

We  are  always  complaining  that  general 
practice  pharmacists  are  looked  upon  as 
shop  keepers.  The  VTO  is  going  the  right  j 
way  to  perpetuate  that  image. 


Poisons  changes  February  1  j 


The  Poisons  List  Order  1972  (SI  1972  No 
1938)  and  the  Poisons  Rules  1972  (SI  1972 
No  1939),  made  on  December  11,  1972, 
come  into  operation  on  February  1.  They 
make  the  following  changes  in  the  list, 
Rules  and  Schedules  and  implement  pro- 
posals detailed  in  C&D  July  8,  1972,  p  48. 

Aldicarb,  fenazaflor,  formetanate,  metho- 
myl.  PII,  S5A,  S5B,  S8.  Fenazaflor  addi- 
tionally SI,  S7  (para  6). 

Arsenical  poisons.  The  entry  in  Sched- 
ule 1  re-cast  to  re-define  the  general  level 
of  exception  as  0  0075  per  cent  arsenic 
(As)  instead  of  0  01  per  cent  arsenic  tri- 
oxide  (As203)  and  stating  further  specific 
exceptions,  namely — 

(1)  substances  containing  less  than  0  022 
per  cent  of  arsanilic  acid  and  not  con- 
taining any  other  arsenical  poison; 

(2)  (i)  poultry  feeding  stuffs  containing 
not  more  than  0  0375  per  cent  of  car- 
barsone  and  not  containing  any  other 
arsenical  poison,  and 

(ii)  any  other  substances  containing  less 
than  0  0263  per  cent  of  carbarsone  and 
not  containing  any  other  arsenical 
poison; 

(3)  substances  containing  less  than  0  0133 
per  cent  of  4-hydroxy-3-nitrophenylar- 
sonic  acid  and  not  containing  any  other 
arsenical  poison. 

The  change  to  expressions  in  terms  of 
As  in  accordance  with  modern  usage. 

Benzoctamine;  its  salts.  PI,  S4B 
[Tacitin] 

Bromomethane.  PI,  SI,  S8.  An  exemp- 
tion is  made  in  Group  II  of  Schedule  3 
for  bromomethane  in  fire  extinguishers 
and  a  new  paragraph  is  included  in  Sche- 
dule 7  requiring  bromomethane  to  be 
labelled  with  the  words  "Caution.  Do  not 
inhale  vapour  or  allow  contact  with  skin, 
eyes  or  clothing". 

Flavoxate;  its  salts.  PI,  S4B. 

Glibenclamide.  PI,  S4B  [Daonil,  Eug- 
lucon]. 


Phosphorus  compounds.  Demephion, 
demeton-methyl,  demeton-5-methyl  sul- 
phone,  dioxathion,  fonofos,  omethoate  and 
thiometon  PII,  SI,  S5A,  S5B,  S7  (para  6), 
S8.  All  of  these  substances  except  deme- 
phion and  fonofos  are  also  included  in 
S15;  and  an  exemption  is  made  in  Group  II 
of  S3  for  granular  preparations  of  fonofos. 

Demeton-Omethyl  and  dementon-5- 
methyl  S5A,  S5B,  S7  (para  6). 

Propantheline  bromide  and  methanthe- 
li nium  bromide.  PI.  A  new  paragraph  is 
included  in  S7  requiring  preparations  of 
these  substances  for  topical  application  to 
be  labelled  with  the  words  "Caution.  In- 
gestion can  be  harmful.  If  this  prepara- 
tion is  used  on  the  hands,  they  should  be 
thoroughly  washed  before  handling  food". 
[Pro-Banthine  bromide] 

Protriptyline;  its  salts.  PI,  S4B  [Con- 
cordin  is  the  hydrochloride]. 

Thallium  sulphate.  By  an  addition  to 
Rule  18,  sale  is  prohibited  except  for  ex- 
port, for  scientific  education  or  research  or 
chemical  analysis,  by  wholesale,  to  a  local 
authority  or  a  port  health  authority  for  the 
exercise  of  its  statutory  powers,  to  a 
government  department  or  an  officer  of 
the  Crown  for  the  purposes  of  the  public 
service,  or  to  a  person  producing  a  written 
authority  in  the  prescribed  form  issued 
within  the  preceding  12  months  by  an 
authorised  person  authorising  the  pur- 
chase of  salts  of  thallium  for  the  purpose 
of  killing  rats,  mice  or  moles  in  the 
course  of  a  business  of  pest  control. 

Sodium  arsanilate.  An  exemption  is 
made  in  Group  II  of  S3  for  liquid  pre- 
parations intended  for  agricultural  use 
containing  not  more  than  0-9  per  cent 
of  anhydrous  sodium  arsanilate. 

Terbutaline;  its  salts.  PI,  S4B  when  con- 
tained in  aerosol  dispensers  [Bricanyl  is 
the  sulphate]. 

Thioguanine;  its  salts.  PI,  SI,  S4A  [the 
substances  are  now  named  specifically]. 
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Market 
News 


QUIET  HOLIDAY 

London,  January  3:  The  holidays  extended 
into  the  beginning  of  the  week,  both  here 
and  at  origin,  resulting  in  very  little  busi- 
ness being  done.  Inquiries,  too,  were 
sparse,  with  many  customers  engaged  in 
stocktaking.  An  upward  move  in  white 
pepper  for  shipment,  was  the  only  change 
noted. 

Shipments  of  Tinnevelly  Senna  from  the 
port  of  Tuticorin  during  November  in- 
cluded :   


Senna  leaves 
pods 


U.S. 

tons 
40 


U.K. 
tons 
9 
10 


Europe 
tons 
143 
147 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Alcohol:   (Per  proof  gal).  Synthetic  ethanol  in 
2,500  bulk  gal  lots— 96  per  cent,  £0-245  and  99-9 
per  cent,  £0-257  in  tank  wagon;  £0-260  and  £0-272 
in  drums  for  900-bulk  gal;  industrial  grade  95  per 
cent  £0-172  in  bulk  and  £0-187  in  drums. 
Ammonium  bicarbonate:  £55  metric  ton  delivered; 
carbonate  lump  and  powder  £88-20. 
Amylobarbitone:  50-kg  £3-75  kg;  sodium  £4-30. 
Barbitone:  50-kg  lots  £2-65  kg;  Sodium  £2  65. 
Bemegride:  BPC  £16  kg. 
Butabarbital:  50-kg  £5-35  kg;  sodium  £6. 
Butobarbitone:  £5-kg  kg  for  50kg  lots. 
Dextromethorphan:  Hydrobromide  £98-80  kg. 
Kaolin:  BP  is  £66  per  1,000  kg  in  sacks. 
Magnesium   carbonate:   Heavy  £192,    light  £184 
per  metric  ton. 

Magnesium  hydroxide:  BPC  £560  metric  ton. 
Magnesium  oxide:   BP    (per  metric  ton);  light 
£560;  heavy  £890. 

Magnesium  peroxide:  £50-kg  lots  23-25  per  cent 
£0-59  kg. 

Magnesium   sulphate:   BP   from   £42   metric  ton 
exsiccated  £75-£80  ton,  ex  works. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £470  metric  ton. 
Methadone  hydrochloride:  Subject  to  DDA  regula- 
tions £0-15  per  g  for  100-g  lots. 
Methylated  spirits:  (Per  bulk  gal,  delivered)  45- 
gal   drums  minimum   900  gal.    industrial   66  op3 
£0-324;  perfumery  quality  68  op  £0-377;  mineralised 3 
64  op,  £0-338.  In  tank  wagon,  2,500-gal  the  ratesfl 
are  £0-301;  £0-354,  £0-315  respectively. 
Narcotine:  Alkaloid  and  hydrochloride  in  25-kg| 
lots  £15  kg. 


Opiates:  (per  kg)  subject  to  DDA  Regulations. 

1  kg  Under 

and  over  1  kg 

Codeine  £ 

alkaloid    183-00  191-00 

hydrochloride    156  00  164-00 

phosphate    140  00  146  00 

sulphate    156  00  164-00 

Diamorphine 

alkaloid    212  00  223  00 

hydrochloride    194  00  203-00 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride    179  00  186-00 

Morphine 

acetate    164  00  171-00 

alkaloid    202  00  211-00 

hydrochloride    165-00  172-00 

sulphate    165-00  172-00 

tartrate    198  00  207-00 


Papaverine:  Hydrochloride  25-kg  lots  £17  kg. 

Pentobarbitone:  50-kg  lots  £4-85  kg  for  acid  and 

£5-15  for  sodium. 

Phemitone:  25-kg  lots  £4-24  kg. 

Phenobarbitone:  50-kg  lots  £2-20  per  kg;  sodium 

£2-40. 

Pholcodine:  1-kg  £198-36;  7-kg  £189-20  kg;  60-kg 
£180. 

Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1-60. 

Physostigmine:  Sulphate  £104  g. 

Pilocarpine:  1-kg  lots  hydrochloride  £95;  nitrate 

£88. 

Quinalbarbitone:  Sodium  and  acid  £5-35  kg  for 
25-kg  lots. 

Theophylline  (50-kg)  BP  anhydrous,  hydrate  and 
ethylenediamine  (aminophylline)  £2-56  kg. 
Thymol:  In  1-ton  lots  £2  per  kg. 


Crude  drugs 


Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £390  spot;  £375  cif; 
white  £580;  £555  cif. 


Coming  events 


Monday,  January  8 

Finchley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Barnet 
General  Hospital,  at  7.30  pm.  Dr  Melville 
Watkins  on  "The  changing  scene." 
Herefordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Farmers'  Club,  Widemarsh  Street,  Hereford,  at 
8  pm.  Mr  G.  T.  M.  David  (chairman,  Chemist 
Contractors  Committee)  on  "Current  NHS  topics.' 
Institute  of  Pharmacy  Management,  Bonnington 
Hotel,  Southampton  Row,  London  WC1,  at  7.30 
pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Nottingham  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Nottingham,  at 
7.30  pm.  Dr  F.  G.  Clayton  (senior  physician, 
Merck,  Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd)  on  "Modern 
:  antihypertensives". 

•Romford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

[[Speights  Restaurant,  Gidea  Park,  at  7.30  pm. 
|Mr  G.  Downing  (products  manager,  Geigy 
^Pharmaceuticals)  on  "Advances  in  the  treatment 
■of  depression." 

[Southampton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
|Red  Lion  Hotel,  Salisbury,  at  8  pm.  Mr 


Jennings  and  Mr  Hindle  (No  2  bureau,  Durham) 
on  "The  work  of  the  pricing  bureau." 

Tuesday,  January  9 

Doncaster  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Doncaster  Acorn  Hotel,  Bennetthorpe,  at  8  pm. 
A  joint  meeting  with  Doncaster  Branch,  NPU. 
A  Customs  and  Excise  officer  on  "VAT." 
Galen  Group,  Croydon  District,  The  Friends' 
Meeting  House,  Park  Lane,  Croydon,  at  8  pm. 
Mrs  Brooks  (Scholl  Foot  Care  Service)  on  "Foot 
care." 

Isle  of  Thanet  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Endcliffe  Hotel,  Margate,  at  7.45  pm.  Discussion 
on  "Tomorrow's  world,"  (hosts  Ciba  Ltd). 
South  East  Metropolitan  and  West  Kent  Branches, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Medical  centre,  Lewisham 
Hospital,  Lewisham  High  Street,  London  SE13, 
at  8  pm.  Professor  M.  R.  W.  Brown  (Aston 
University)  on  "Pharmacy  education — where  are 
we  going?" 

Teesslde  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Scandinavian  Room,  Marton  Hotel,  Middles- 
brough, at  8  pm.  Port  evening  by  Harvey's  of 
Bristol,  talk  and  tasting. 

Wednesday,  January  10 

Scottish  Department,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Society's  Hall,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at 
7.45  pm.  Miss  Mary  Dawson  (senior  lecturer 
in  pharmaceutical  technology,  University  of 
Strathclyde)  on  "Tissue  culture  in  drug  testing." 
West  Hertfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  St  Michael's  Manor  Hotel,  Fishpoo-I 
Street,  St  Albans,  at  9  pm.  Dr  Leyshon 
(Harperbury  hospital)  on  "The  care  of  the 
mentally  handicapped." 
West  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Great  Western  Royal  Hotel,  Paddington 
Station,  London  W2,  at  7.45  pm.  Mr  T.  P.  Astill 
(deputy  secretary  NPU)  on  "VAT." 

Thursday,  January  11 

Durham  County  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Three  Tuns  Hotel,  Durham  City,  at  8  pm.  Mr 
E.  C.  Shenton  (county  analyst)  on  the  work 
of  his  department. 

Epsom,  Sutton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Bourne  Hall,  Ewell,  at  8  pm.  Dr  J.  K.  Crellin 
(Wellcome  Institute  of  the  History  of  Medicine) 
on  "Pharmaceutical  and  medical  antiques." 
Manchester  and  Salford  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Boyd  House,  Upper  Park  Road,  at  8  pm. 
Mr  A.  G.  Fishburn  (principal  medicines  inspector, 
Department  of  Health)  on  "Control  of  medicines 
today." 

Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Meeting  postponed  to  February  8. 
Leeds  Branches,  National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
and  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Golden  Lion  Hotel, 
Lower  Briggate,  Leeds,  at  8  pm.  Mr  C.  C.  B. 
Stevens  (vice  president,  Pharmaceutical  Society), 
on  his  travels  round  the  world  on  pharmaceutical 
business.  ^ 


Advance  Information 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  and  Society  of 
Cosmetic  Chemists.  Joint  one  day  symposium  on 
"Some  surface  chemical  aspects  of  cosmetic 
and  toiletry  products",  School  of  Pharmacy, 
Brunswick  Square,  London,  WC1.  February  12, 
fee  £7  members,  £9  non  members.  Details  from 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  56  Kingsway, 
London,  WC2  (applications  before  January  12). 


ENSURE  THE  SUCCESS  OF  YOUR 

HOME  WINEMAKING  SECTION 

WITH  C.W.E.  QUALITY  PRODUCTS.  OUR  INGREDIENTS 
HAVE  PROVEN  THEIR  SUCCESS  WITH  THE  PUBLIC,  PARTICULARLY  THE  ENTHUSIAST.  THIS 
IS  BECAUSE  THE  FINEST  WINE  IS  SIMPLY  MADE  AND  AT  THE  RIGHT  PRICE.  THIS  MARKET 
IS  FOR  YOU.  PLEASE  ENQUIRE  THROUGH  YOUR  USUAL  WHOLESALER  OR  DIRECT  TO: 


CONTINENTAL  WINE  EXPERTS  Ltd 
THE  WINERY 

CAWST0N  TELEX:  97264 

NORFOLK  NOR  75X      TELEPHONE:  CAWSTON  275/6/7     A/B  CWE  CAWST  N 
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TEEDft 

HAIR  STRAIGHTENER 


The 

30  minute  answer 
for  curly  headed 
GIRLS  and  BOYS 

Straightens  the  frizziest 
of  hair 

Regularly  advertised  in  popular 
magazines.  The  demand  is  there 
—you  only  have  to  stock  it. 

NO  PROBLEM  OF  COMPETITIVE  LINES. 


Trade  price  £0.63  +  P.T. 
Recommended  Retail 
Price  £1.09. 

Order  direct  or  from  our 
representative. 
TEEDA  Division  of 
H.&T.  KIRBY. 


H.  &  T.  Kirby,  Mildenhall,  Suffolk 


Display  and  Shop  Equipment  systems,  Promotions 
Techniques  and  Services  including  Mannequins, 
Lighting,  Point-of-Sale,  Self-service,  Signs,  Shelving, 
Fantasy  Creations,  Show-cases,  Price -Markers, 
Check-outs,  Decorations  and  many  more  selling 
aids  will  be  on  show  at 

Intershop 

formerly  display  market  week  ■ 


Jf  Olympia  -  London 
§  January  14th -17th 
M  10a.m.-  6p.m.  Daily  ! 
m  complimentary  tickets  from 
0  Eric  Cutler,  Director, 
National  Display  Equipment  Assoc., 
Lennig  House,  Mason's  Ave., 
Croydon.  Phone :  01 686  1047  ^ 


There's  a  big  market  in 

home  brewing  and  winemaking 

Over  1000  Chemists  already  profit  from 
selling  GREY  OWL  quality  products.  Do  you? 

Display  and  sell  Grey  Owl  products  for  home  brewing 
and  wine  making,  and  1973  will  be  a  vintage  year  for 
you,  too.  There's  a  national  promotion  campaign  by 
Grey  Owl  in  mass-circulation  journals  designed  to 
bring  more  customers  into  your  shop.  And  Grey  Owl 
products  -  ingredients,  equipment  and  beginners' 
wine  and  beer  kits  -  all  have  a  leading  reputation  for 
quality  and  dependability.  This  is  whatyourcustomers 
want,  don't  let  them  go  elsewhere. 

Available  now,  "Winemaking  in  the  Modern  Home", 
a  colourful,  informative  16  mm  sound  film  showing 
how  easy,  exciting  and  inexpensivehomewinemaking 
can  be. 

To  order,  or  for  more  information,  write  or  phone 
Grey  Owl  Laboratories  Ltd., 

Morley  Road,  Staple  Hill, 
V  Bristol  BS16  4QF  Tel.  0272  657591  y 


The  Triangle  Trust 
helps  people  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 


The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  is  an  indepen- 
dent charitable  trust  administered  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is  the  relief  of 
hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependents  employed,  or  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth.  Such 
relief  may  include  assistance  with  the  educa- 
tional expenses  of  children. 

The  Trustees  are  also  prepared  to  consider 
applications  for  financial  assistance,  beyond 
the  scope  of  an  employer's  responsibilities, 
with  education  or  training  in  general  or  special 
subjects,  including  music  and  the  arts. 


For  additional  information,  or  to  apply  for 
assistance,  write  to: 

The  Secretary,  Dept  CD 
The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund 
Clarges  House,  6-12,  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y  8DH 
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Hospital  appointments      Situations  vacant 


PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNALISM 

Chemist  &  Druggist 

has  a  vacancy  on  the  editorial  staff  for  a  pharmacist  who  is 
interested  in  all  aspects  of  the  profession  and  has  a  zeal  to 
communicate  news  and  information  to  his  fellow  pharmacists. 

Applicants  should  have  had  post-graduate  experience  in  retail, 
hospital  or  manufacturing,  should  be  registered  with  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland  or  Northern 
Ireland,  and  be  able  to  write  plain  grammatical  English.  Salary 
is  negotiable,  conditions  of  work  are  good  with  adequate  train- 
ing facilities  if  required. 

Apply  in  writing  giving  age,  qualifications  and  experience  to  the 
Managing  Director,  Chemist  &  Druggist,  25  New  Street  Square, 
London,  EC4A  3JA. 


Brentwood  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee 

HAROLD  WOOD  HOSPITAL 

Deputy  Chief  Pharmacist, 

Category  IV 

There  is  a  vacancy  for  the  above  post,  at 
a  salary  range  of  £1,758  -  £2.253,  plus 
London  weighting  of  £126  p. a. 

Basic  Grade  Pharmacist 

There  is  a  vacancy  for  the  above  post  at  a 
salary  range  of  £1,545  -  £1,941,  plus 
London  weighting  of  £126  p. a. 

The  successful  applicants  will  be  available 
for  duties  in  other  hospitals  in  the  Group 
if  necessary.  The  hospital  is  served  by  fast 
electric  trains  from  Liverpool  Street 
Station.  A  house  is  available  at  reasonable 
rent,  if  required. 

Pharmacy  Technician 

There  is  a  vacancy  for  the  above  post,  at  a 
salary  range  of  £1,041  -  £1,425,  plus 
London  weighting.  The  successful  app- 
licant will  be  available  for  duties  at  other 
hospitals  in  the  Group,  if  necessary. 

Applications  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  H. 
G.  T.  Stone,  Group  Pharmacist, 
Harold  Wood  Hospital,  Gubbins 
Lane,  Harold  Wood,  Essex,  RM3  0BE. 
Telephone:  Ingrebourne  45533,  Ext.  3 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S 
HOSPITAL,  LONDON  E.C.1. 

PHARMACIST  required.  5  day 
week.   Whitley  Council  scales. 
Extra  pay  for  evening  clinics.  The 
post  offers  varied  experience  in  a 
Teaching  Hospital  including  close 
collaboration  with  other  disciplines 
in  the  hospital.  In  the  near  future 
the  hospital  may  be  part  of  an 
area  organisation  when  posts 
would  be  reviewed  according  to 
Noel  Hall  Gradings. 
Applications  with  full  particulars 
naming  two  referees  to  the 
Chief  Pharmacist. 


CHASE  FARM  HOSPITAL, 
THE  RIDGEWAY,  ENFIELD, 
MIDDX. 

(General  —  357  beds) 

CHIEF  PHARMACIST  (Category 
IV)  required.  Salary  scale  £2301 
p. a.  rising  by  9  annual  incre- 
ments to  £3129  p. a.  including 
London  Weighting  Allowance. 
Chase  Farm  Hospital  is  at  present 
being  rebuilt  as  a  District  General 
Hospital  and  is  a  designated 
Accident  Centre.  The  Chief  Phar- 
macist is  also  responsible  for 
pharmaceutical  services  at  St. 
Michael's  Hospital  (Geriatric— 273 
beds),  Enfield  War  Memorial 
Hospital  (General  Practitioner — 
46  beds)  and  Cheshunt  Cottage 
Hospital  (General  Practitioner — 
14  beds).  Applications  giving 
age,  qualifications,  details  of 
previous  experience  and  names 
and  addresses  of  two  referees  to 
The  Hospital  Secretary. 


STOCKPORT  AND  BUXTON 
HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE 
PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

(Group  Pharmacy) 
Applications  are  invited  for  the 
above  post,  with  main  duties  at 
Stepping  Hill  Hospital.  The  post 
will    provide   a    wide   variety  of 
experience    ifor    the  successful 
candidate  and  applicants  must  be 
appropriately     qualified.  Salarv 
and  conditions  are  in  accordance 
with  Whitley  Council  agreements. 
Applications    in    writing,  giving 
details  of  qualifications  and  ex- 
perience, together  with  the  names 
and   addresses  of  two  referees, 
should  be  sent  to: 
The  Group  Pharmacist, 
Stepping  Hill  Hospital. 
Stockport,  Cheshire,  SK2  7JE. 


CHELSEA  AND  KENSINGTON  H.M.C. 
Pharmacy  Technician  (qualified)  re- 
quired for  modern  department  in 
District  General  Hospital.  Five  day 
week.  Possibility  of  accommodation 
for  single  applicant.  Salary  £1,167- 
£1.551  (including  London  Weight- 
ing). Applications  to  Group  Chief 
Pharmacist,  St.  Stephen's  Hospital, 
Chelsea,  SW10  9TH.  Tel:  01-352  8161 
Ext.  466. 


CHASE    FARM  HOSPITAL, 
ENFIELD,  MIDDX. 

Temporary  part-time  PHARMACIST 
required  for  5  afternoon  sessions 
per  week.  Salary  £4.22  per  4  hour 
session  including  London  Weighting 
Allowance.  Applications  giving  age, 
details  of  previous  experience  and 
names  and  addresses  of  two  referees 
to  The  Hospital  Secretary. 


Please 


mention 


C  &  D 


when 


replying  to 
advertisements 


CHEMIST 

required  to  take  over  with  full 
supervision  go-ahead  modern 
chemist  shop.  Age  24-36  with 
professional  sales  ability  for 
dispensing  business  with  health 
and  dietary  knowledge,  surgical 
and  hearing  aid  department,  also 
optical,  chiropody,  physiotherapy 
departments.  Salary  £3,000  plus 
bonus.  4  weeks  holiday.  Full 
details  in  chronological  order 
(typed  on  good  notepaper  of  a 
well-educated  pharmacist,  lined 
notepaper  and  exercise  book 
paper  will  not  be  dealt  with). 
Box  2079. 


PHARMACIST  REQUIRED 

Lady  or  gentleman  for  busy  dis- 
pensary in  modern  pharmacy. 
Salary  by  arrangement.  Accom- 
modation available. 

Apply  with  fuli  details,  or  tele- 
phone Crawley  28064  after  6  pm. 
E.  H.  Wilson  (Chemists)  Ltd,  1 
Pound  Hill  Parade,  Pound  Hill, 
Crawley. 


REPRESENTATIVE  REQUIRED  by  a 
firm  of  specialist  printers  for  the 
retail  chemist.  The  territory  roughly 
consists  of  the  counties  of  Worcester- 
shire, Warwicks,  Derby,  Leicester, 
Stafford  and  Notts.  It  is  essential 
that  applicants  have  knowledge  of 
the  retail  trade  in  most  of  this  area 
although  we  have  a  reasonable  con- 
nection. Salary,  commission,  expen- 
ses, car,  superannuation.  Apply  D.  K. 
Mackay,  James  Townsend  &  Sons 
Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  No.  12,  Musgrave 
House,  Western  Way,  Exeter. 


MANAGER  REQUIRED 

Wholesale  Chemists  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  require 
an  experienced  manager. 
Applicants  must  have  had 
experience  in  pharmaceu- 
tical wholesaling  and  have 
the  ability  to  control  the 
activities  of  a  large  ware- 
house. 

Salary  according  to  ability 
and  experience. 

Apply  with  full  particulars  of  age 
and  qualifications  to 

Box  no  2080 


PHARMACIST/ 
BUYER 

required  for  branch  of 
departmental  store.  Good 
salary  plus  incentive  bonus 
and  small  centrally  heated 
flat  available  if  required. 
Apply  to  L.  Griffin, 
Managing  Director,  Welwyn 
Department  Store  I 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 
Telephone:  Welwyn 
Garden  23456 
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Classified  advertisements 


Situations  vacant 


WHOLESALE  CHEMIST 
SUNDRIES  CASH  &  CARRY 
WAREHOUSE  REQUIRE 

MANAGER  capable  of  organising  and  admini- 
stering East  Midlands  Unit  with  million  pound 
turnover.  Excellent  salary,  bonus  and  conditions 
for  right  man. 

Reply  to  BOX  2078 


PHARMACIST  required  for  retail 
pharmacy  in  city  centre.  Five-day 
week.  Excellent  salary  and  prospects. 
— Apply  G.  Peck  &  Son  Ltd,  30 
Trumpington  Street,  Cambridge. 


WANTED  SUPT.  Chemist  for  West 
End  Pharmacy.  Write  giving  details 
of  age,  experience  and  salary  re- 
quired. Box  2074. 


Official  appointments 


MINISTRY  OF  DEFENCE 
ROYAL  NAVY  MEDICAL  SERVICE 
PHARMACISTS 

Vacancies  exist  for  Pharmacists  with  MOD  (Navy)  as 
follows: 

Royal  Naval  Hospital 
Haslar  (near  Gosport,  Hants) 

2  SENIOR/BASIC  PHARMACISTS 

1  SUPERINTENDING  PHARMACIST  (NHS  CHIEF  II) 

Royal  Naval  Hospital 
Plymouth 

2  SENIOR/BASIC  PHARMACISTS 

Royal  Naval  Medical  Store 
Greenock 

1  SENIOR/BASIC  PHARMACIST 

1  SUPERINTENDING  PHARMACIST  (NHS  CHIEF  II) 

Royal  Naval  Hospital 
Gibraltar 

1  SENIOR/BASIC  PHARMACIST 

Interesting  and  rewarding  careers  open  to  successful 
candidates,  with  opportunities  for  promotion.  Salary, 
conditions  of  service  and  superannuation  are  linked  to 
those  of  the  Natonal  Health  Service. 

Applicants  (male  or  female)  should  apply  to: 

Ministry  of  Defence,  CM(S)  4n, 

Room  330,  Lacon  House, 

Theobald's  Road,  London,  WC1X  8RY. 


Shopfittings 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs 


36 

Months 
Toffy 


4t  InAnodtsed  Aluminium 
4t  Built  in  Illuminated  signs 
4*  Available  from  stock 
-fe  Installed  in  2  Days 
on  most  sites 

UNIT  SHOPFRONTS  LTD, 

9  Aintree  Road    Perivale    Middlesex  I 

PHONE:01-997-9943/7l: 


For  sale 


DEFERGEL 

For  premature  ejaculation 

Retail  75p  per  tube 
Wholesale  £2.50  carton  of  6 

Post  paid.  C.W.O.  from: 
Lloyds  Surgical  Dept.  Ltd., 
Commercial  Rd.,  Portsmouth. 
Showcard  free  on  request. 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS.  Perfect.  Popular 
brands  from  £1-40  doz.  Tax  paid. 
Carriage  free.  Price  list:  Edward 
Kaye  Ltd,  Coventry  House,  South 
Place,  London  EC2. 


MANLY    belt  ^ 

NATIONALLY  advertised  —  £2*95 
Also    MANLY    DE   LUXE  —  £3*95 
Full  trade  terms 

Order  by  waist  size  from  MANLY  CO., 
23  Freshwater  Parade,  Bishopric, 
Horsham,  Sussex 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
9  Sugar  Lane  &  34  Shudehill 
Manchester   4.    DEAnsgate  6565 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
selection  of  Necklets,  Brooches, 
Chainbelts,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings (all  types),  Hair-Orna- 
ments, etc.  Limited  quantity  of 
clearing  lines  available,  parcels 
from  £5.00  and  upwards. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  & 
Druggist 

25  New  Street 
Square, 
London, 
EC4A  3JA 

Tel:  01-353  3212 


Agents 


EXPORT 

Confirming  House  Agents 
required  by  established  Phar- 
maceutical Manufacturers. 
Box  2077 


AGENTS  required  having  persona 
connections  to  go-ahead  Chemists 
by  leading  manufacturers  of  Brandec 
Baby  Shoes,  who  now  offer  a  com 
pact  range  of  their  products  specially 
selected  and  packed  for  Chemists 
Excellent  additional  line,  generous 
commission.  Box  2070. 


Wanted 


WANTED:  Surplus  cameras,  enlarg 
ers,  cine-cameras  and  projectors 
photographic  equipment  of  every 
description.  Surplus  and  outdated 
film  and  paper,  large  or  small 
quantities.  Phone,  write  or  call. 
Spears,  2/10  Shudehill,  Manchester 
M4  2AL.  Telephone:  061-834  9432  (5 
lines).   Bankers:  Midland   Bank  Ltd. 


Business 
opportunities 


MICRONISING 

Company  with  recently  installed 
specialised  plant  and  able  to 
accept  a  wide  range  of  materials 
interested  in  receiving  enquiries. 
Full  details  would  be  appreciated, 
together  with  sample  which  would 
be  treated  in  the  strictest  con- 
fidence. Please  reply  to:  Telford 
Chemicals  Limited,  Barclays 
Bank  Chambers,  Queen  Street. 
Wellington,  Telford,  Shropshire. 
Tel.  Wellington  55726/55950. 


EXPORT  AUSTRALIA 

Please  contact  P.  C.  Russell  MPS 

URGENT  during  Jan 

Telephone  CHEPSTOW 3403 
9-6  pm. 
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VALUE  ADDED  TAX 

SALE  OF  GOODS 
WHOLESALERS 


Important  new 
sections 
all  to  be  found  in 


The  Contents  of  the 
1973  Editioninclude: 

Tablet  &  Capsule 
Identification  Guide 

Manufacturers  and 
Suppliers  Index 

 Buyers  Guide 

Who  Owns  Who 

Pharmaceutical 
 Organisations 

Professional  and 
Trade  Organisations 

Hospital  Group  and 
Chief  Pharmacists 

Pharmaceutical 
Services  under  NHS 

Dangerous  Drugs 

Salaries  of 
Pharmacists  and 
 Assistants 

MedicinesActs1968 
and  1971 


Published  February 
1973.  Price  £6.90 


CHEMIST&DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1973 

and  tablet  and  capsule  identification  guide 

Why  you  sell  more  Philishave 
than  any  other  kind  of  electric  shaver. 


The  product  is  right 

The  Philishave  has  been  a  best 
sellerfor22years  Therearenow 
seven  different  models  in  the  range, 
catering  for  every  need  And  they 
all  have  the  unique  Philips 
combination  -  rotary  action  and 
floating  heads. 


Philishave  i 
Rechargeable  90  Supi  r 
£19-36, 


The  price  is  right 

The  Philishave  rangestarts  with 
the  cordless  90  Super-incredible 
value  for  only  £5.78.  And  it  goes  up  - 
through  the  iop-selling  Philishave 3 
De  Luxe  at  £12.55- to  the  luxurious 
Philishave  3  Rechargeable  90 
Superat£19.36. 

So  however  much  (or  little)  your 
customers  want  to  spend  on  a 
shaver,  you  ca  n  always  produce  a 
Philishave  tofit  the  bill 


Vou  get  big  support 

As  a  Philishavedealer  you  know 
from  experience  you  can  count  on 
heavy  advertising  support  from 
Philips  -  all  year  round  This  makes 
sure  of  a  big  demand  for  Philishave 
models  week  in.  week  nut  It's  this 
advertising  support,  combined  with 
your  own  efforts  and  the  excellence 
of  the  shavers  themselves,  that 
makes  Philishave  the  best-selling 
electric  shaver  range 


Philishave 
Cordless  90Supc 
£5-78. 


PHILIPS 

We  want  you  to  hare  the  best 


The  essential  reference  for  every 
retailer,  wholesaler  and  manufacturer 
interested  in  the 
pharmaceutical,  toiletry,  cosmetic 
and  associated  industries 

SPECIAL  PRICE  TO 
CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
SUBSCRIBERS 
ONLY  £3.40 

including  postage  and  handling 
order  now  from 
Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square 
London  EC4A  3JA 


New  sections 

Value  Added  Tax — 
A  general  guide 
explaining  the 
scope  of  this  new 
tax  and  including 
the  special  schemes 
for  retailers  with 
particular  reference 
to  pharmacists 

Sale  of  Goods  — 
Some  aspects  of  the 
law  affecting  the 
sale  of  goods  for 
pharmacists  

Wholesalers  of 
pharmaceuticals, 
cosmetics,  toiletries. 
and  sundries  

Multiple  Retail 
Outlets— Companies 
and  individuals 
controlling  five  or 
more  branches 
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Old  Spice  Big  Splash! 

(Special  offers  galore-on  Network  TV  February  and  March) 

Old  Spice  Big  Splash! 

(National  Press  too- 30  million  people  will  see  the  advertising) 

Old  Spice  Big  Splash! 

(Money  off  deodorant,  hair  cream,  shave  stick-you  name  it) 

Old  Spice  Big  Splash! 

(Free  Smooth  Shave  with  after  shave) 

Old  Spice  Big  Splash! 

(Great  value  Jumbo  Smooth  Shave) 


the  mark  of  a  man 


SHU  LTO  N 

NEW  YORK  •  LONDON  •  PARIS 


